


2022-2023 TABE Level M:  ABE Reading Alignment
	 ABE Standards 
	Textbook Standard Alignment/TABE Emphasis Level: 
(Low) (Medium) (High)

	TABE Mastery
Book New Readers Press
	Scoreboost for TABE
	TABE Tutor 
	TABE Tutor Practice
	TABE
ACADEMY
	Resources

			KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS     47% of test

	RE.ABE.1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
	4.RI.1: (Low); 4.RL.1 (Low): Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
	Unit 1- Lesson 1: 
Use Details to Explain Meaning 
Pg. 14-19
	Unit 1 -Strategy 1: 
Use Details to Explain Meaning 
Pg. 4-8
	Unit 1- Lesson 7:
Make Inferences and Use Text Evidence    
Pg.16-17
	Unit 1- Practice 7:
Make Inferences and Use Text Evidence    
Pg. 26-29 
	Online Lessons:
· Applying Information
· Analysis and Application Test-Out Quiz
· Analysis and Application Unit Quiz
· Main Ideas and Details
· Gaining Meaning from Text Test-Out Quiz
· Gaining Meaning from Text Unit Quiz
· Character Traits, Feelings, and Motivations
· Comparing Literary Works
· Literary Works Test-Out Quiz
· Literary Works Unit Quiz
· Paragraphs







	





	RE.ABE.1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
	5.RI.1 (Low) 
5.RL.1 (Medium): Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

	Unit 1- Lesson 2:
Identify Quotes That Support Analysis
 Pg. 20-27

	Unit 1 -Strategy 2:
Identify Quotes that Support Analysis 
Pg. 9-15
	Unit 2- Lesson 17: 
Identify Details and Examples 
Pg.54-55

Unit 2- Lesson 18: 
Make Inferences and use Text Evidence 
Pg.56-57

	Unit 2- Practice 17: 
Identify Details and examples 
Pg.70-73

Unit 2- Practice 18: 
Make Inferences and use Text Evidence 
Pg.74-77

	Online Lessons:
· Quoting from a Text
· Paragraphs

	


	RE.ABE. 2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.

	4.RL.2: (High): Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text.
	Unit 1- Lesson 3:
Identify Theme and Summarize Texts 
Pg.28-36
	Unit 1- Strategy 3:
Identify Theme and Summarize Texts 
Pg.16-19
	Unit 2- Lesson 19: 
Determine Theme 
Pg.58-59

Unit 2- Lesson 20:
Summarize 
Pg.60-61
	Unit 2- Practice 19: 
Determine Theme 
Pg.78-81

Unit 2- Practice 20:
Summarize 
Pg.82-85
	Online Lessons:
· Themes and Details
· Comparing Literary Works
· Literary Works Test-Out Quiz
· Literary Works Unit Quiz

	





	RE.ABE. 2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.

	4.RI.2: (High): Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the text. 

	Unit 1- Lesson 4:
Identify Main Idea and Summarize Texts. 
Pg.37-42
	Unit 1 -Strategy 4:
Identify Main Idea & Summarize Texts 
Pg.20-23
	Unit 1- Lesson 2:
Determine Main Idea and Summarize Text.  
Pg.4-5

Unit 1- Lesson 3: Identify Supporting Details 
Pg.6-7

	Unit 1- Practice 2:
Determine Main Idea and Summarize Text.  Pg.6-9



Unit 1- Practice 3:
Identify Supporting Details 
Pg.10-13

	Online Lessons:
· Main Ideas and Details
· Summarizing and Paraphrasing
· Gaining Meaning from Text Test-Out Quiz
· Gaining Meaning from Text Unit Quiz
· Introduction to Paraphrasing and Summarizing

	


	RE.ABE.10:  Read and comprehend complex literary and informational text independently and proficiently.

	4.RI.3: (High) : Read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science and technical texts, of appropriate complexity
	Unit 1- Lesson 5:
Explain Ideas in Informational Texts 
Pg.43-53
	Unit 1 -Strategy 5:
Explain Ideas in Informational Texts Pg.24-27




	Unit 1- Lesson 11:
Understand Historical Texts 
Pg.30-33

Unit 1- Lesson 12:
Understand Scientific Texts 
Pg.34-37

Unit 1- Lesson 13:
Understand Technical Texts 
Pg.38-43

	Unit 1- Practice 11:
Understand Historical Texts 
Pg.42-45

Unit 1- Practice 12:
Understand Scientific Texts 
Pg.46-49

Unit 1- Practice 13:
Understand Technical Texts 
Pg.50-57

	Online Lessons:
· Analyzing Events and Ideas
· Analysis and Application Test-Out Quiz
· Analysis and Application Unit Quiz
· Relationships in Text
· Analysis and Synthesis Test-Out Quiz
· Analysis and Synthesis Unit Quiz
· The Development of Events
· The Development of a Text Test-Out Quiz
· The Development of a Text Unit Quiz
· Sequence of Events and Ideas
· Reading Texts Test-Out Quiz
· Reading Texts Unit Quiz

	


	[bookmark: _Hlk107324466]CRAFT AND STRUCTURE         42% of test

	RE.ABE.4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

	5.RI.4: (High): Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a topic or subject area.

5.RL.4: (Medium): Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative language

	Unit 2 – Lesson 1:
Define Words and Phrases 
Pg.58-67
	Unit 2 -Strategy 6:
Define Words and Phrases
Pg.32-36
	Unit 1 – Lesson 1:
Determine Word Meaning
Pg.2-3

Unit 2- Lesson 14:
Determine Word Meaning
Pg.48-49
 
Unit 2- Lesson 15:
Understanding Figurative Language 
Pg.50-51
	Unit 1 – Practice 1:
Determine Word Meaning
Pg.2-5

Unit 2- Practice 14:
Determine Word Meaning
 Pg.58-61

Unit 2- Practice 15:
Understanding Figurative Language 
Pg.62-65

	Online Lessons:
· Word Attack Skills
· Gaining Meaning from Text Test-Out Quiz
· Gaining Meaning from Text Unit Quiz
· Figurative Language
· The Impact of a Word
· Gaining Meaning from Words Test-Out Quiz
· Gaining Meaning from Words Unit Quiz
· Rhetorical Techniques in Arguments
· Author’s Perspective Test-Out Quiz
· Author’s Perspective Unit Quiz
· Introduction to Paraphrasing and Summarizing


	

















	RE.ABE.5:  Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.

RE.ABE.9: Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.
	4.RI.5 (Medium): Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, information in a text or part of a text. 
5.RI.5 (Low): Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two texts on the same topic

	Unit 2 – Lesson 2: 
Describe and Compare Text Structure 
Pg.68-73

	Unit 2 -Strategy 7:
Describe and Compare Text Structures 
Pg.37-43
	Unit: 1– Lesson 4:
Understand Text Structure
Pg.8-11 

Unit: 1– Lesson 5:
Understand Sequence 
Pg.12-13

Unit: 1– Lesson 6:
Understand Cause and Effect 
Pg.14-15
	Unit: 1– Practice 4:
Understand Text Structure 
Pg.14-17

Unit: 1– Practice 5:
Understand Sequence Pg.18-21

Unit: 1– Practice 6:
Understand Cause and Effect 
Pg.22-25

	Online Lessons:
· Structure and Meaning
· Analysis and Application Test-Out Quiz
· Analysis and Application Unit Quiz
· Analyzing the Structure of a Text
· The Structure of an Argument
· The Development of a Text Test-Out Quiz
· The Development of a Text Unit Quiz
· Comparing Literary Works
· Literary Works Test-Out Quiz
· Literary Works Unit Quiz

	











	RE.ABE.6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
	5.RI.6. (Medium): Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities and differences in the point of view they represent. 
5.RL.6 (LOW): Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described.

	Unit 2 – Lesson 3:
Describe Point of View in Literary Texts
Pg.74-82


	Unit 2 – Strategy 8:
Describe Point of View 
Pg.44-47

	Unit 1 – Lesson 9:
Analyze Author’s Purpose and Point of View 
Pg.20-25

	Unit 1 – Practice 9:
Analyze Author’s Purpose and Point of View 
Pg.34-37 
	Online Lessons:
· Comparing and Contrasting Accounts
· Analysis and Application Test-Out Quiz
· Analysis and Application Unit Quiz
· Comparing Similar Topics and Genres
· Comparing Different Genres and Formats
· Comparing Texts Test-Out Quiz
· Comparing Texts Unit Quiz
	


	RE.ABE.6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
	5.RL.6 (LOW): Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described.
	Unit 2 – Lesson 4:
Analyze Point of View in Informational Texts 
Pg.83-89

	Unit 2 – Strategy 9:
Analyze Points of View 
Pg.48-51
	Unit 2 – Lesson 16:
Understand Point of View 
Pg.52-53
	Unit 2 – Practice 16:
Understand Point of View 
Pg.66-69
	Online Lessons:
· Author’s Purpose and Point of View
· Author’s Perspective Test-Out Quiz
· Author’s Perspective Unit Quiz

	

	INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS      11% of test

	RE.ABE.7: Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
	4.RI.7 (Medium) Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, timelines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 
	Unit 3 – Lesson 1:
Interpret Information 
Pg.94-104
	Unit 3 – Strategy 10:
Interpret Information 
Pg.57-61
	Unit 1 – Lesson 8:
Understand Texts with Graphics
Pg.18-19 
	Unit 1 – Practice 8:
Understand Texts with Graphics 
Pg.30-33
	Online Lessons:
· Seeing the Role of Graphics in a Text
· Analysis and Application Test-Out Quiz
· Analysis and Application Unit Quiz
	

	RE.ABE.8:  Delineate and evaluate the argument a specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.  


	5.RI.8 (Medium) Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support which point(s).
	Unit 3 – Lesson 2:
Use Reason and Evidence
 Pg.105-114
	Unit 3 – Strategy 11:
Use Reason and Evidence 
Pg.62-66
	Unit 1: Lesson 10:
Analyze Author’s Use of Evidence 
Pg.26-29
	Unit 1: Practice 10:
Analyze Author’s Use of Evidence 
Pg.38-41
	Online Lessons:
· Arguments Test-Out Quiz
· Arguments Unit Quiz
· Checking Reasoning and Support
· The Development of a Claim
· The Development of a Text Test-Out Quiz
· The Development of a Text Unit Quiz

	


	
Graphic Organizers:

	MAIN IDEA/ EVIDENCE







	CAUSE AND EFFECT







	VENN DIAGRAM
2 CIRCLES




	VENN DIAGRAM
3 CIRCLES




	
	
	
























		
	READING (RE) ANCHOR STANDARDS


	RE.ABE.1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. (Apply this standard to texts of appropriate complexity as outlined by Standard 10.)

	RE.ABE. 2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. (Apply this standard to texts of appropriate complexity as outlined by Standard 10.)

	RE.ABE.3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. (Apply this standard to texts of appropriate complexity as outlined by Standard 10.)

	RE.ABE.4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. (Apply this standard to texts of appropriate complexity as outlined by Standard 10.)

	RE.ABE.5:  Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.  (Apply this standard to texts of appropriate complexity as outlined by Standard 10.)

	RE.ABE.6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. (Apply this standard to texts of appropriate complexity as outlined by Standard 10.)

	RE.ABE.7: Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. (Apply this standard to texts of appropriate complexity as outlined by Reading Standard 10.)

	RE.ABE.8:  Delineate and evaluate the argument a specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. (Apply this standard to texts of appropriate complexity as outline by Reading Standard 10.)

	RE.ABE.9: Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. (Apply this standard to texts of appropriate complexity as outlined by Standard 10.)

	RE.ABE.10:  Read and comprehend complex literary and informational text independently and proficiently
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Inferences worksheet.pdf


                 Name: ________________________________ 


Inferences Worksheet 1 
 


Directions: Read each passage and then respond to the questions.  Each question will ask you to make 


a logical inference based on textual details.  Explain your answer by referencing the text. 


 


Every day after work Paul took his muddy boots off on the steps of the front porch.  Alice would have 


a fit if the boots made it so far as the welcome mat.  He then took off his dusty overalls and threw them 


into a plastic garbage bag; Alice left a new garbage bag tied to the porch railing for him every 


morning.  On his way in the house, he dropped the garbage bag off at the washing machine and went 


straight up the stairs to the shower as he was instructed.  He would eat dinner with her after he was 


“presentable,” as Alice had often said.   


 


1.  What type of job does Paul do? ____________________________________________________ 


 
How do you know this?    


 


 


 


2.  Describe Alice: ___________________________________________________________________ 


 
What in the text supports your description?  


 


 


 


3.  What relationship do Paul and Alice have? _____________________________________________ 


 
Why do you feel this way? 


 


 


 


Crack!  Thunder struck and rain poured.  Max stared blankly out the window, trying to contain his 


emotions that raged like the weather.  He was beginning to lose it.  Dropping the kite from his hand, 


Max broke out into full sobs.  His mother comforted him, “There, there, Max.  We’ll just find 


something else to do.”  She began to unpack the picnic basket that was on the counter and offered him 


a sandwich.  Max snapped, “I don’t wanna sand-mich!”  A flash from the sky lit up the living room.  


Boom!  Mom sighed. 


 


4.  Why is Max upset? ________________________________________________________________ 


 
How do you know this?    


 


 


 


5.  What was Mom planning on doing today? ______________________________________________ 


 
What in the text supports your description?  


 


 







“Tommy!”  Mom called out as she walked in the front door.  “Tommy,” she continued shouting, “I 


sure could use some help with these groceries.  There was still no reply.  Mom walked into the kitchen 


to put the grocery bags down on the counter when she noticed shattered glass from the picture window 


all over the living room floor and a baseball not far from there.  “I’m going to kill you, Tommy!” Mom 


yelled to herself as she realized that Tommy’s shoes were gone. 


 


6.  What happened to the window? ______________________________________________________ 
 


 
How do you know this?    


 


 


 


7.  Why did Tommy leave? ____________________________________________________________ 
 


 
What in the text supports your description?  


 


 
 


Today was a special day in Ms. Smith’s class.  Some of the children were walking around the room, 


some of them were standing in small groups, and some of them were at their desks, putting finishing 


touches on cardboard mailboxes.  After coloring a cool flame on the side of his racecar mailbox, 


Johnny hopped off his chair, strutted over to Veronica’s desk, and dropped a small white envelope into 


her princess castle mailbox.  Veronica blushed and played with her hair.  While this was happening, 


Bartleby was frantically trying to put a small white envelope into everyone’s mailbox.  After giving 


one to Ms. Smith, Bartleby pulled out a medium-sized red envelope from his pocket.  He blushed and 


tried to put it in Veronica’s mailbox, but it wouldn’t quite fit.  Bartleby struggled with it for a few 


seconds and then ran off with the envelope.  Veronica rolled her eyes and popped her gum.   


 


8.  Why is today a special day? _________________________________________________________ 


 


 
What in the text supports your idea? 


 


 


 


9.  Which boy does Veronica like? ______________________________________________________ 


 


 
What in the text supports your idea? 


 


 


 


10. Why did Bartleby run?  ____________________________________________________________ 
 


 
What in the text supports your idea? 


 


 
 







Answer Key 


Inferences Worksheet 1 
 


Directions: Read each passage and then respond to the questions.  Each question will ask you to make 


a logical inference based on textual details.  Explain your answer by referencing the text. 


 


Every day after work Paul took his muddy boots off on the steps of the front porch.  Alice would have 


a fit if the boots made it so far as the welcome mat.  He then took off his dusty overalls and threw them 


into a plastic garbage bag; Alice left a new garbage bag tied to the porch railing for him every 


morning.  On his way in the house, he dropped the garbage bag off at the washing machine and went 


straight up the stairs to the shower as he was instructed.  He would eat dinner with her after he was 


“presentable,” as Alice had often said.   


 


2. What type of job does Paul do? Paul Works some kind of job that requires him to get dirty. 


 
How do you know this?    


Paul’s Clothes are muddy every day. 


 


 


2.  Describe Alice: Alice is a very clean person with a good deal of control over the household. 


 
What in the text supports your description?  


She requires Paul to follow a cleaning procedure and she inspects him. 


 


 


3.  What relationship do Paul and Alice have? They can be husband and wife or mother and son. 


 
Why do you feel this way? 


Either of them can be supported by the text, check the supports to make sure it is sensible. 


 


 


Crack!  Thunder struck and rain poured.  Max stared blankly out the window, trying to contain his 


emotions that raged like the weather.  He was beginning to lose it.  Dropping the kite from his hand, 


Max broke out into full sobs.  His mother comforted him, “There, there, Max.  We’ll just find 


something else to do.”  She began to unpack the picnic basket that was on the counter and offered him 


a sandwich.  Max snapped, “I don’t wanna sand-mich!”  A flash from the sky lit up the living room.  


Boom!  Mom sighed. 


 


3. Why is Max upset?  It is raining and he cannot go outside to play. 


 
How do you know this?    


He drops his kite and begins crying. 


 


 


4. What was Mom planning on doing today? She was going to take Max on a picnic. 


 
What in the text supports your description?  


She unpacks a picnic basket. 


 







“Tommy!”  Mom called out as she walked in the front door.  “Tommy,” she continued shouting, “I 


sure could use some help with these groceries.  There was still no reply.  Mom walked into the kitchen 


to put the grocery bags down on the counter when she noticed shattered glass from the picture window 


all over the living room floor and a baseball not far from there.  “I’m going to kill you, Tommy!” Mom 


yelled to herself as she realized that Tommy’s shoes were gone. 


 


5. What happened to the window?     Tommy broke the window playing baseball. 
 


 
How do you know this?    


Tommy ran away and the baseball is evidence. 


 


 


7.  Why did Tommy leave?     Tommy fears his mother. 
 


 
What in the text supports your description?  


Tommy’s mother issues a hyperbolic death threat. 


 
 


Today was a special day in Ms. Smith’s class.  Some of the children were walking around the room, 


some of them were standing in small groups, and some of them were at their desks, putting finishing 


touches on cardboard mailboxes.  After coloring a cool flame on the side of his racecar mailbox, 


Johnny hopped off his chair, strutted over to Veronica’s desk, and dropped a small white envelope into 


her princess castle mailbox.  Veronica blushed and played with her hair.  While this was happening, 


Bartleby was frantically trying to put a small white envelope into everyone’s mailbox.  After giving 


one to Ms. Smith, Bartleby pulled out a medium-sized red envelope from his pocket.  He blushed and 


tried to put it in Veronica’s mailbox, but it wouldn’t quite fit.  Bartleby struggled with it for a few 


seconds and then ran off with the envelope.  Veronica rolled her eyes and popped her gum.   


 


8.  Why is today a special day? Today is Valentine’s Day and the children are allowed to distribute 


cards 


 
What in the text supports your idea? 


The children are out of their seats, passing out envelops, and eating candy. 


 


 


9.  Which boy does Veronica like? Veronica likes Johnny. 


 


 
What in the text supports your idea? 


She blushes and plays with her hair when he gives her a card. 


 


 


10. Why did Bartleby run?  He likes Veronica, she makes him very nervous, and things weren’t going 


well. 
What in the text supports your idea? 


He creates a special card just for her and he blushes as he approaches her, or that the card doesn’t fit. 
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                 Name: ________________________________ 


Inferences Worksheet 2 
 


Directions: Read each passage and then respond to the questions.  Each question will ask you to make 


a logical inference based on textual details.  Explain your answer by referencing the text. 
 


Kyle ran into his house, slamming the door behind him.  He threw his book bag on the floor and 


plopped onto the couch.  After six hours of playing Grand Larceny VII, he ate some pizza and fell 


asleep with a slice on his stomach and his feet on his book bag. When Kyle came home from school 


the next day, he was noticeably distraught.  He balled up his report card and placed it inside a soup can 


in the garbage. He then flipped the soup can upside down in the garbage can and arranged loose pieces 


of trash over it.  As he plopped down on the couch, he let out a sigh and picked up his controller. 


 


1.  Why is Kyle distraught? __________________________________________________________ 


 
How do you know this?    


 


 


 


2.  Why does Kyle put the report card in a soup can? ________________________________________ 


 
How do you know this?    


 


 


 


3.  Was Kyle’s report card good or bad and why was it like that? ______________________________ 


 
How do you know this?    


 


 
 


Anastasia sat by the fountain in the park with her head in her palms.  She was weeping mournfully and 


her clothing was disheveled.  In between gasps and sobs, Anastasia cried out a name:  “Oh... John…”  


And then her cell phone beeped.  Her hand ran into her purse and her heart fluttered.  The text message 


was from John.  She opened up the message and read the few bare words, “I need to get my jacket back 


from you.”  Anastasia threw her head into her arms and continued sobbing.   


 


4.  What relationship do John and Anastasia have? _________________________________________ 


 
Why do you feel this way? 


 


 


 


5.  Why is Anastasia sad? _____________________________________________________________ 


 
How do you know this?    


 


 







Cassie rolled over in her bed as she felt the sunlight hit her face.  The beams were warming the back of 


her neck when she slowly realized that it was a Thursday, and she felt a little too good for a Thursday.  


Struggling to open her eyes, she looked up at the clock. “9:48,” she shouted, “Holy cow!”  Cassie 


jumped out of bed, threw on the first outfit that she grabbed, brushed her teeth in two swipes, threw her 


books into her backpack, and then ran out the door.   


 


6.  What problem is Cassie having? _____________________________________________________ 


 


 
How do you know this?    


 


 


 


7.  Where is Cassie going? ____________________________________________________________ 


 


 
How do you know this?    


 


 


 


Kelvin was waiting in front of the corner store at 3:56.  His muscles were tense and he was sweating a 


bit more than usual.  The other kids gathered in front of the little storefront were much more relaxed, 


even playful.  They joked back and forth lightly to each other but for Kelvin, time slowed.  3:57.  


“Don’t worry, Kelvin.  He ain’t even gonna show up.”  Kelvin hoped that he wouldn’t.  A black four-


door Camry with tinted windows pulled up and parked across the street.  Kelvin gulped.  3:58.  A 


group of teenagers piled out of the car.  James was in the front.  “Hi-ya, Kelvin.  Glad you could make 


it,” James said.  Kelvin felt smaller. 


 


8.  Why is Kelvin waiting at the corner store? _____________________________________________ 


 


 
How do you know this?    


 


 


 


9.  Are James and Kelvin friends? _______________________________________________________ 


 


 
What in the text supports your idea? 


 


 


 


10.  Why is Kelvin so nervous? _________________________________________________________ 


 


 
What in the text supports your idea? 


 


 
 
 


 


 
 


 
 


 







ANSWER KEY 


Inferences Worksheet 2 
 


Directions: Read each passage and then respond to the questions.  Each question will ask you to make 


a logical inference based on textual details.  Explain your answer by referencing the text. 
 


Kyle ran into his house, slamming the door behind him.  He threw his book bag on the floor and 


plopped onto the couch.  After six hours of playing Grand Larceny VII, he ate some pizza and fell 


asleep with a slice on his stomach and his feet on his book bag. When Kyle came home from school 


the next day, he was noticeably distraught.  He balled up his report card and placed it inside a soup can 


in the garbage. He then flipped the soup can upside down in the garbage can and arranged loose pieces 


of trash over it.  As he plopped down on the couch, he let out a sigh and picked up his controller. 


 


1.  Why is Kyle distraught? He probably got bad grades. 


 
How do you know this?                                    He balls up his report card and hides it. 


  


 


2.  Why does Kyle put the report card in a soup can? He is trying to dispose of the evidence. He 


doesn’t want anyone to know.  


 
How do you know this?    


He goes through great lengths to conceal the report card. He seems to feel better after it is disposed of 


in this particular fashion.  


 


 


3.  Was Kyle’s report card good or bad and why was it like that? Kyle’s report card was probably bad 


because he plays to many videogames.  


 
How do you know this?    


I know this because in the text he plays video games for six hours and sleeps with his feet on his book 


bag. He is not even opening the book bag.  


 
 


Anastasia sat by the fountain in the park with her head in her palms.  She was weeping mournfully, and 


her clothing was disheveled.  In between gasps and sobs, Anastasia cried out a name: “Oh... John…”  


And then her cell phone beeped.  Her hand ran into her purse and her heart fluttered.  The text message 


was from John.  She opened up the message and read the few bare words, “I need to get my jacket back 


from you.”  Anastasia threw her head into her arms and continued sobbing.   


 


4.  What relationship do John and Anastasia have? John and Anastasia are boyfriend and girlfriend. 


 
Why do you feel this way?            They appear to be going through a non-mutual break-up. 


 


 


5.  Why is Anastasia sad? John and she are breaking up.  


 
How do you know this?                    John wants to get his belongings back. 







Cassie rolled over in her bed as she felt the sunlight hit her face.  The beams were warming the back of 


her neck when she slowly realized that it was a Thursday, and she felt a little too good for a Thursday.  


Struggling to open her eyes, she looked up at the clock. “9:48,” she shouted, “Holy cow!”  Cassie 


jumped out of bed, threw on the first outfit that she grabbed, brushed her teeth in two swipes, threw her 


books into her backpack, and then ran out the door.   


 


6.  What problem is Cassie having? Cassie is late for school. 


 


 
How do you know this?    


She grabs her books. 


 


 


7.  Where is Cassie going? Cassie is going to school. 


 


 
How do you know this?    


It is a little after the start time for most schools, and she grabs her books. 


 


 


Kelvin was waiting in front of the corner store at 3:56.  His muscles were tense and he was sweating a 


bit more than usual.  The other kids gathered in front of the little storefront were much more relaxed, 


even playful.  They joked back and forth lightly to each other but for Kelvin, time slowed.  3:57.  


“Don’t worry, Kelvin.  He ain’t even gonna show up.”  Kelvin hoped that he wouldn’t.  A black four-


door Camry with tinted windows pulled up and parked across the street.  Kelvin gulped.  3:58.  A 


group of teenagers piled out of the car.  James was in the front.  “Hi-ya, Kelvin.  Glad you could make 


it,” James said.  Kelvin felt smaller. 


 


8.  Why is Kelvin waiting at the corner store? Kelvin is going to fight James. 


 


 
How do you know this?    


Kelvin is nervous and he hopes that James won’t come.  


 


 


9.  Are James and Kelvin friends? James and Kelvin are not friends. 


 


 
What in the text supports your idea? 


They seem to be supported by two separate crews that are facing off. 


 


 


10.  Why is Kelvin so nervous? Kelvin doesn’t want to fight or is worried about the fight. 


 


 
What in the text supports your idea? 


He hopes that James won’t show. 
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Name: ______________________________ 


Identifying Theme 
 


Directions: Determine what the theme is for each story and explain your answer.  Remember, a theme is 


a lesson or message in the story.  Write in complete sentences. 


 


1.  When Katie Clean invited Messy Missy to her house to work on their biology project, she had no 


idea what a visit from Messy Missy entailed. First of all, it was raining and Messy Missy neither 


bothered to take her boots off nor thoroughly wiped them on the doormat. Then Messy Missy ate a bag 


of hot chips on Katie Clean’s white bedspread without asking. Messy Missy is a sloppy eater too, so hot 


chip powder got all over the bedspread. Katie Clean tried to be polite and ignore Messy Missy’s sloppy 


behavior. But then Messy Missy threw her chip wrapper on the floor. Offended, Katie Clean pretended 


that she was sick and asked Messy Missy to leave. The next day Katie Clean asked the teacher if she 


could work by herself. After Katie explained the situation, the teacher allowed Katie to work alone. 


Messy Missy almost finished the assignment alone, but she spilled grape soda all over it and quit. 


 


What is the theme of the story?___________________________________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? ______________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


2.  Money Mark was born rich. He never had to work a day in his life and he got everything handed to 


him on a silver platter. When he was six, Money Mark wanted to go to a basketball game. His father 


paid the starting five of the Bulls and Celtics to play a private game of Nerf-ball in Money Mark’s 


bedroom. When Money Mark turned thirteen, he wanted to start a band. His father hired the Mountain 


Boys to play with him every Saturday at the family’s private concert hall, though his family was never 


there. By the time he was twenty-one, Money Mark was bored with life. He was surrounded by a bunch 


of possessions that he didn’t appreciate. Nothing was new or exciting to him. Despite his vast wealth, 


Money Mark never found happiness. Penny Petal was born poor. Her family hardly had anything to eat, 


but they loved each other. Penny Petal appreciated every thing she got. When she was six, her father 


walked her around the United Center before the Bulls played the Celtics. She was excited by the crazy 


fans and feeling in the air. She looked forward to the day that she could see a real game. When she was 


thirteen, she learned to play the buckets. She was an extremely talented musician, a natural 


percussionist. Everyone on the block loved the rhythms that poured from her palms. By the time she was 


twenty-one, Penny was a successful businesswoman. Soon she had everything that she had ever dreamed 


of having. She loved to share her wealth and happiness with her family, who had supported her through 


the hard times. 


 


What is the theme of the story?___________________________________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? ______________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


 


 







3.  Tammy and Sammy were both students in Mr. Morton’s reading class. Mr. Morton wasn’t too strict about 


deadlines, and Sammy took advantage of that. Sammy did all his homework in his other classes. But he never 


bothered to complete Mr. Morton’s reading assignments. He figured that he could complete them later. Tammy, 


on the other hand, completed each assignment Mr. Morton had assigned every night. She had to stay up a little 


later, but she knew that reading was the most important subject. She knew that if she learned to read well, then 


she could teach herself anything. So she always worked hard in her reading class. When the end of the quarter 


came, Tammy and Sammy had both planned on going to the Magic Castle amusement park. They were both so 


excited. But then Mr. Morton called Sammy’s mother to report Sammy's grade. She grounded Sammy and that 


weekend was horrible for him. He stayed up until 2:00 AM each night, yet he still couldn’t complete all the 


assignments. Meanwhile, Tammy had a great time eating pizza at Enchanted Castle. After that she stayed up late 


and watched movies. She enjoyed her weekend free of stress and pressure. At the end of the quarter, Sammy was 


lucky to squeak by with a C minus. Tammy earned an A. Yet, Sammy still hasn’t learned his lesson. He may not 


complete this activity either. 


 


What is the theme of the story?___________________________________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? ______________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


4.  Mr. Pig and Mr. Dog relaxing at the food court of the animal shopping mall. Mr. Pig was eating a huge feast of 


pizza and drinking a large jug of fruit punch. Mr. Dog was watching him eat. "Hey, Mr. Pig. If you give me a slice 


of your pizza, I'll let you have the next bone I find." Mr. Pig declined, even though it hurt his stomach to eat the 


last three slices of pizza. "I'm sorry, Mr. Dog," Mr. Pig said between grunts, "but I paid for this pizza and it's all 


mine." Mr. Dog sighed and waited for Mr. Pig to finish. Then they left the animal mall together. On the way out, a 


hunter spotted them and gave chase. Mr. Pig normally could have escaped the hunter, but he was weighed down 


by the large meal. Mr. Pig collapsed and the hunter seized him.  Mr. Dog easily escaped. Later that night, Mr. 


Dog returned to the scene. He caught the scent of something delicious and began digging around a trashcan. He 


found a large ham bone with lots of meat and marrow still stuck to it. Mr. Dog happily ate.  
 


 


What is the theme of the story?___________________________________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? ______________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
5.  In his sophomore year of high school, basketball legend Michael Jordan tried out for the varsity basketball 


team. But at five feet and eleven inches tall, the coach believed that Jordan was too short to play. The coach cut 


Jordan from the team. Jordan didn’t let this obstacle defeat him. In fact, it pushed him to work even harder. He 


trained vigorously and grew another four inches the following summer. The next year, Jordan made the varsity 


squad. He averaged 25 points a game and went on to become one of the greatest basketball players in history. 
 


 


What is the theme of the story?___________________________________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? ______________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________________________________________________ 







ANSWER KEY 


Identifying Theme 
 


Directions: Determine what the theme is for each story and explain your answer.  Remember, a theme is 


a lesson or message in the story.  Write in complete sentences. 


 


1.  When Katie Clean invited Messy Missy to her house to work on their biology project, she had no 


idea what a visit from Messy Missy entailed. First of all, it was raining and Messy Missy neither 


bothered to take her boots off nor thoroughly wiped them on the doormat. Then Messy Missy ate a bag 


of hot chips on Katie Clean’s white bedspread without asking. Messy Missy is a sloppy eater too, so hot 


chip powder got all over the bedspread. Katie Clean tried to be polite and ignore Messy Missy’s sloppy 


behavior. But then Messy Missy threw her chip wrapper on the floor. Offended, Katie Clean pretended 


that she was sick and asked Messy Missy to leave. The next day Katie Clean asked the teacher if she 


could work by herself. After Katie explained the situation, the teacher allowed Katie to work alone. 


Messy Missy almost finished the assignment alone, but she spilled grape soda all over it and quit. 


 


What is the theme of the story? To respect other people’s property. Choose your partners carefully. 


 


What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? Missy ruins Katie’s property and had to work 


alone. 


 


2.  Money Mark was born rich. He never had to work a day in his life and he got everything handed to 


him on a silver platter. When he was six, Money Mark wanted to go to a basketball game. His father 


paid the starting five of the Bulls and Celtics to play a private game of Nerf-ball in Money Mark’s 


bedroom. When Money Mark turned thirteen, he wanted to start a band. His father hired the Mountain 


Boys to play with him every Saturday at the family’s private concert hall, though his family was never 


there. By the time he was twenty-one, Money Mark was bored with life. He was surrounded by a bunch 


of possessions that he didn’t appreciate. Nothing was new or exciting to him. Despite his vast wealth, 


Money Mark never found happiness. Penny Petal was born poor. Her family hardly had anything to eat, 


but they loved each other. Penny Petal appreciated everything she got. When she was six, her father 


walked her around the United Center before the Bulls played the Celtics. She was excited by the crazy 


fans and feeling in the air. She looked forward to the day that she could see a real game. When she was 


thirteen, she learned to play the buckets. She was an extremely talented musician, a natural 


percussionist. Everyone on the block loved the rhythms that poured from her palms. By the time she was 


twenty-one, Penny was a successful businesswoman. Soon she had everything that she had ever dreamed 


of having. She loved to share her wealth and happiness with her family, who had supported her through 


the hard times. 


 


What is the theme of the story?  Money doesn’t buy happiness. You don’t appreciate the things for  


 


which you don’t work. 


 


What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? Mark was rich but miserable. Penny was poor  


 


but happy.  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 







3.  Tammy and Sammy were both students in Mr. Morton’s reading class. Mr. Morton wasn’t too strict about 


deadlines, and Sammy took advantage of that. Sammy did all his homework in his other classes. But he never 


bothered to complete Mr. Morton’s reading assignments. He figured that he could complete them later. Tammy, 


on the other hand, completed each assignment Mr. Morton had assigned every night. She had to stay up a little 


later, but she knew that reading was the most important subject. She knew that if she learned to read well, then 


she could teach herself anything. So she always worked hard in her reading class. When the end of the quarter 


came, Tammy and Sammy had both planned on going to the Magic Castle amusement park. They were both so 


excited. But then Mr. Morton called Sammy’s mother to report Sammy's grade. She grounded Sammy and that 


weekend was horrible for him. He stayed up until 2:00 AM each night, yet he still couldn’t complete all the 


assignments. Meanwhile, Tammy had a great time eating pizza at Enchanted Castle. After that she stayed up late 


and watched movies. She enjoyed her weekend free of stress and pressure. At the end of the quarter, Sammy was 


lucky to squeak by with a C minus. Tammy earned an A. Yet, Sammy still hasn’t learned his lesson. He may not 


complete this activity either. 


 


What is the theme of the story?   It is better to do things right the first time. Work hard, play hard. 


 


What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? Sammy blew of his work, but it caught up with  


 


him. 
 


4.  Mr. Pig and Mr. Dog relaxing at the food court of the animal shopping mall. Mr. Pig was eating a huge feast of 


pizza and drinking a large jug of fruit punch. Mr. Dog was watching him eat. "Hey, Mr. Pig. If you give me a slice 


of your pizza, I'll let you have the next bone I find." Mr. Pig declined, even though it hurt his stomach to eat the 


last three slices of pizza. "I'm sorry, Mr. Dog," Mr. Pig said between grunts, "but I paid for this pizza and it's all 


mine." Mr. Dog sighed and waited for Mr. Pig to finish. Then they left the animal mall together. On the way out, a 


hunter spotted them and gave chase. Mr. Pig normally could have escaped the hunter, but he was weighed down 


by the large meal. Mr. Pig collapsed and the hunter seized him.  Mr. Dog easily escaped. Later that night, Mr. 


Dog returned to the scene. He caught the scent of something delicious and began digging around a trashcan. He 


found a large ham bone with lots of meat and marrow still stuck to it. Mr. Dog happily ate.  
 


 


What is the theme of the story?   It is better to share. Don’t be greedy.  


 


What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? Mr. Pig died because of his greed. Had he  


 


shared with Mr. Dog, he might have escaped. 
 


5.  In his sophomore year of high school, basketball legend Michael Jordan tried out for the varsity basketball 


team. But at five feet and eleven inches tall, the coach believed that Jordan was too short to play. The coach cut 


Jordan from the team. Jordan didn’t let this obstacle defeat him. In fact, it pushed him to work even harder. He 


trained vigorously and grew another four inches the following summer. The next year, Jordan made the varsity 


squad. He averaged 25 points a game and went on to become one of the greatest basketball players in history. 
 


 


What is the theme of the story?   Never give up. Persistence pays off. 


 


What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? Jordan could have quit basketball his  


 


sophomore year, but he continued playing and became one of the best players in history. 
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Name: ______________________________ 


Theme Worksheet 3 
 


Directions: Determine what the theme is for each story and explain your answer. Remember, a theme is 


a lesson or message in the story. Write in complete sentences. 
 


1. Barry liked playing board games, but he hated losing. He hated losing so much that he would do whatever it 


took to win, even bending or breaking the rules. He'd steal money from the bank and hide it under the couch 


cushions. He'd skip spaces while he was moving around the board. He'd shortchange others money that they were 


owed and argue with them about it. Barry's techniques were effective. He did win most of the games that he 


played, but the people whom he played with were his friends and family, and it didn't take too long until they 


caught on to Barry's tricks. They tried to tell Barry to stop cheating. They said that the game wasn't any fun when 


he cheated, but he didn't listen. He continued with his treacherous style of gameplay, until nobody would play 


with him anymore. Barry may have won a lot of games, but at what cost? 


 


What is the theme of the story? __________________________________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? ______________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________________________________________________ 


 
2. It was Sean's first day at a new high school. Most of the students had been nice to him, until he got into gym 


class. The coach had assigned two captains, Mike and Malik, and they were picking teams from the boys in Sean's 


class. As Mike and Malik made their picks, it became pretty clear to Sean who was popular and who was not. 


Since Sean was short for his age, Mike and Malik just assumed that Sean could not play basketball. As Mike and 


Malik's choices dwindled, Sean still remained amongst an ever-slimming pool of struggling athletes. Now there 


were only two students left: Sean and another kid who seemed nice but was reading a book. Mike and Malik 


joked about who was going to get stuck with whom, and then Mike made his last pick. It was not Sean. Sean 


sighed and reluctantly joined Malik's team. As soon as the game began, Mike became aware of the error that he 


had made. Sean quickly stole the ball from him and ran it back for a layup. "The new kid got lucky," Mike 


remarked, but it soon became clear that Sean had more going for him than luck. What Sean lacked in height, he 


made up for in speed, and he continued to dominate the action on the court for the remainder of the game. With 


Sean's blazing speed and crazy crossovers, Malik's team devastated Mike's, and that was the only time that Sean 


would be last pick at that high school.  


 


 


What is the theme of the story? __________________________________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? ______________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________________________________________________ 


 
3. Blaine opened up the present and began pouting. He screamed in a high-pitched voice, "This is Captain 


Thunder! I wanted Captain Lightning!" His mother looked at him with dismay and handed him another present, 


which he greedily opened. "Why did you get me a red hat? You know I like blue more," Blaine whined as he 


threw the hat across the room. His mother straightened her expression and squinted at him. Earlier she had hoped 


to take some pictures of this moment, but by now she had put away her camera. She sighed and handed him one 


more present in hopes that this year wouldn't be a total bust. Blaine huffed and opened it. "A Game Box 4000… 


wow. Where's the Game Box 5000 that I asked for?" His mother could bear his ingratitude no longer. The next 


time that Blaine returned from his father's house, he was shocked to find that all of these toys and gifts, along with 


many other of his things, had been generously donated to needy children. 







 


What is the theme of the story? __________________________________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? ______________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


4. Jimmy and Eric were huddled by the tire swing. "Why did Scott have to take the kickball? He knows 


we play kickball at recess." Jimmy whined. "Maybe we could just do something else." Eric suggested. 


"No, I'm going to get back our kickball," countered Jimmy. Scott was bouncing the kickball against the 


wall by himself when Jimmy approached him. "Give us back our kickball, Scott!" Jimmy shouted. Scott 


looked up and down at Jimmy and then continued bouncing the ball against the wall. Jimmy ran up to 


Scott and tried to snatch the ball as it passed from the wall back to Scott, but he was too slow. He missed 


and fell onto the gravel and cried out, "Ow! See what you did, Scott!" By now Eric had joined the other 


two boys and he made a suggestion: "Hey, Scott, maybe we could all play together." Scott looked at him 


skeptically, but Eric's warm expression convinced him of his sincerity. "Ok," Scott muttered as he 


helped Jimmy back to his feet and asked, "What do you want to play?" The boys agreed on kickball and 


used the remaining recess time to play. Jimmy and Eric agreed that it was a lot more fun to play with 


three people and Scott became a regular addition to their recess activities. 
 


What is the theme of the story? __________________________________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? ______________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 


5. Genevieve was obsessed with details. She felt that everything that she submitted to her teacher had to 


be perfect. For the final project in reading class, students were given one week to use their art skills to 


bring a scene from a novel to life. Genevieve decided that she would build a shoebox diorama. She spent 


the first two nights creating an intricately detailed scene far superior to anything that her classmates 


would produce, but she ended up throwing it away because she didn't like how tape was visible at the 


bottom of the diorama. The next two nights she worked on a similar diorama, but this time she used 


glue. Again, Genevieve produced a beautiful product, but she was troubled by how the glue looked 


when it dried, so she discarded her work again. Over the weekend and into the next week, Genevieve 


recreated the project a third time. This time she used a special adhesive putty to construct the diorama 


and was completely satisfied with the appearance. Unfortunately, her project was now several days late 


and her grade on the assignment was lowered to a C.  
 


What is the theme of the story? __________________________________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? ______________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


 


 







ANSWER KEY 


Theme Worksheet 3 
 


Directions: Determine what the theme is for each story and explain your answer. Remember, a theme is 


a lesson or message in the story. Write in complete sentences. 
 


1. Barry liked playing board games, but he hated losing. He hated losing so much that he would do whatever it 


took to win, even bending or breaking the rules. He'd steal money from the bank and hide it under the couch 


cushions. He'd skip spaces while he was moving around the board. He'd shortchange others money that they were 


owed and argue with them about it. Barry's techniques were effective. He did win most of the games that he 


played, but the people whom he played with were his friends and family, and it didn't take too long until they 


caught on to Barry's tricks. They tried to tell Barry to stop cheating. They said that the game wasn't any fun when 


he cheated, but he didn't listen. He continued with his treacherous style of gameplay, until nobody would play 


with him anymore. Barry may have won a lot of games, but at what cost? 


 


What is the theme of the story? Winning isn’t everything. Cheaters never prosper. 


 


What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? Barry believes that winning games is more 


important than having a good time, even though he is playing with loved ones. In his desire to win, 


Barry cheats his friends and family, which leads to him not playing any games at all.  


 
2. It was Sean's first day at a new high school. Most of the students had been nice to him, until he got into gym 


class. The coach had assigned two captains, Mike and Malik, and they were picking teams from the boys in Sean's 


class. As Mike and Malik made their picks, it became pretty clear to Sean who was popular and who was not. 


Since Sean was short for his age, Mike and Malik just assumed that Sean could not play basketball. As Mike and 


Malik's choices dwindled, Sean still remained amongst an ever-slimming pool of struggling athletes. Now there 


were only two students left: Sean and another kid who seemed nice but was reading a book. Mike and Malik 


joked about who was going to get stuck with whom, and then Mike made his last pick. It was not Sean. Sean 


sighed and reluctantly joined Malik's team. As soon as the game began, Mike became aware of the error that he 


had made. Sean quickly stole the ball from him and ran it back for a layup. "The new kid got lucky," Mike 


remarked, but it soon became clear that Sean had more going for him than luck. What Sean lacked in height, he 


made up for in speed, and he continued to dominate the action on the court for the remainder of the game. With 


Sean's blazing speed and crazy crossovers, Malik's team devastated Mike's, and that was the only time that Sean 


would be last pick at that high school.  


 


 


What is the theme of the story? Do not Judge a book by it’s cover; appearances can be deceiving; size 


isn’t everything. 


 


What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? Both Mike and Malik are reluctant to pick Sean 


because he is short, but Sean proves to be one of the best players despite his height. Speed and skill 


prove to be of greater importance than heigh, and Sean demonstrates this by annihilating Mike and his 


team.  


 
3. Blaine opened up the present and began pouting. He screamed in a high-pitched voice, "This is Captain 


Thunder! I wanted Captain Lightning!" His mother looked at him with dismay and handed him another present, 


which he greedily opened. "Why did you get me a red hat? You know I like blue more," Blaine whined as he 


threw the hat across the room. His mother straightened her expression and squinted at him. Earlier she had hoped 


to take some pictures of this moment, but by now she had put away her camera. She sighed and handed him one 


more present in hopes that this year wouldn't be a total bust. Blaine huffed and opened it. "A Game Box 4000… 


wow. Where's the Game Box 5000 that I asked for?" His mother could bear his ingratitude no longer. The next 


time that Blaine returned from his father's house, he was shocked to find that all of these toys and gifts, along with 


many other of his things, had been generously donated to needy children. 


 


 







What is the theme of the story? Be thankful for the things that you receive. 


 


What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? Blaine receives many nice and thoughtful gifts 


from his mother. Rather than appreciating these gifts, he whines and complains. This leads to his mother 


giving away all of the stuff to children who will probably appreciate what they are given. 
 


4. Jimmy and Eric were huddled by the tire swing. "Why did Scott have to take the kickball? He knows 


we play kickball at recess." Jimmy whined. "Maybe we could just do something else." Eric suggested. 


"No, I'm going to get back our kickball," countered Jimmy. Scott was bouncing the kickball against the 


wall by himself when Jimmy approached him. "Give us back our kickball, Scott!" Jimmy shouted. Scott 


looked up and down at Jimmy and then continued bouncing the ball against the wall. Jimmy ran up to 


Scott and tried to snatch the ball as it passed from the wall back to Scott, but he was too slow. He missed 


and fell onto the gravel and cried out, "Ow! See what you did, Scott!" By now Eric had joined the other 


two boys and he made a suggestion: "Hey, Scott, maybe we could all play together." Scott looked at him 


skeptically, but Eric's warm expression convinced him of his sincerity. "Ok," Scott muttered as he 


helped Jimmy back to his feet and asked, "What do you want to play?" The boys agreed on kickball and 


used the remaining recess time to play. Jimmy and Eric agreed that it was a lot more fun to play with 


three people and Scott became a regular addition to their recess activities. 
 


What is the theme of the story? You get more bees with honey than with vinegar; it’s more fun to share. 


 


What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? Jimmy treats Scott rudely and attempts to take 


the ball from him without Scott’s permission. Jimmy’s approach fails horribly. Eric treats Jimmy with 


respect and attempts to include him. Eric’s approach works very well. Additionally, the boys have more 


fun when they decide to play together.  
 
 


5. Genevieve was obsessed with details. She felt that everything that she submitted to her teacher had to 


be perfect. For the final project in reading class, students were given one week to use their art skills to 


bring a scene from a novel to life. Genevieve decided that she would build a shoebox diorama. She spent 


the first two nights creating an intricately detailed scene far superior to anything that her classmates 


would produce, but she ended up throwing it away because she didn't like how tape was visible at the 


bottom of the diorama. The next two nights she worked on a similar diorama, but this time she used 


glue. Again, Genevieve produced a beautiful product, but she was troubled by how the glue looked 


when it dried, so she discarded her work again. Over the weekend and into the next week, Genevieve 


recreated the project a third time. This time she used a special adhesive putty to construct the diorama 


and was completely satisfied with the appearance. Unfortunately, her project was now several days late 


and her grade on the assignment was lowered to a C.  
 


What is the theme of the story? Don’t let the details distract you from the bigger picture; Don’t sweat the 


small stuff; done is better than perfect. 


 


What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? Had Genevieve turned in either of her two 


original dioramas, she almost certainly would have received an A, but she lost site of the goal of the 


assignment. 
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               Name: ________________________________ 


Main Idea Worksheet 4 
 


Directions: Read each passage and ask yourself, "What is the author doing in this paragraph?" 


Write your answer in the summary box and then think of an appropriate title for the passage 


based on the main idea of the passage. 
 


1. It's hard to imagine what things were like before there was money, but such a time did exist. 


During these times people exchanged goods using the barter system. The word barter means to 


trade. People using the barter system traded things instead of buying and selling them. So if you 


were a rice farmer, you would trade your rice with many people to get all the things that you 


wanted or needed. Unfortunately, the people from whom you needed things might not want your 


rice. Isn't it nice to just go to the store and buy candy instead of having to trade rice for it? 
 


Summarize this paragraph in one sentence. Be specific and clearly explain the main idea. 


 


 


 
 


An appropriate title: _____________________________________________________________ 
 


2. Money is pretty old but nobody knows exactly how old it is. Perhaps the oldest evidence of 


people using money is in the Code of Ur-Nammu. The Code of Ur-Nammu is a system of laws 


written around 2050 BC. That's like 4,000 years ago! Many of Ur-Nammu's laws carry fines, 


such as one stating that if a man is proven innocent of sorcery, his accuser must pay 3 shekels. 


This ancient document shows me two things: Ur-Nammu didn't tolerate false witch-hunts, and 


money is very old.  
 


Summarize this paragraph in one sentence. Be specific and clearly explain the main idea. 


 


 


 
 


An appropriate title: _____________________________________________________________ 
 


3. One problem that the U.S. faced when rebelling against the British was currency. While under 


British control, colonists mainly used British paper money and foreign coins. But after forming a 


new nation, the Americans needed their own currency. They created Continental currency. 


Congress issued over 240 million Continental Dollars during the Revolution. Unfortunately, 


these dollars soon dropped in value. This gave rise to the popular expression, "not worth a 


Continental." By the end of 1778, Continentals were worth 1/5th of their face value. By 1780, 


they were worth 1/40th. In the 1790s, the U.S. bought back Continentals for 1% of their printed 


value. One reason for this decline was economic warfare. During the war the British hired artists 


to counterfeit Continental Dollars. Then they funneled large amounts of these counterfeit notes 


into the American economy. The value of the Continental Dollar crashed. When people complain 


about today's inflation rates, I tell them about Continentals.   
 


Summarize this paragraph in one sentence. Be specific and clearly explain the main idea. 


 


 


 
 


An appropriate title: _____________________________________________________________ 







4. Hyperinflation refers to when the value of money drops rapidly. During World War I, Germany paid 


for the war by borrowing. The German Mark steadily lost value as the war went on and German people 


could buy less and less. After losing the war, Germany was required to make large payments to the Allies. 


They paid all the debts that they could by printing more money. Soon the German Mark was worthless. 


When the war had started, the U.S. Dollar was worth around four German Marks. By November of 1923, 


one U.S. Dollar was worth 4,210,500,000,000 German Marks. At this point the money had more value as 


a fuel than as a currency, and people burned it to stay warm.   
 


Summarize this paragraph in one sentence. Be specific and clearly explain the main idea. 
 


 
 


 


An appropriate title: _____________________________________________________________ 
 


5. Counterfeiting is the act of making phony money that looks official. It is a very old crime but recent 


advances in printing have made it possible for even amateurs to produce decent counterfeits. Fortunately, 


there are some ways that you can detect counterfeits. The first and most telling inspection is to pay 


attention to how the money feels. It is difficult to reproduce the texture of real money. If the money feels 


suspect, look carefully at the microprinting on the bill. Many features along the portrait and border of a 


genuine bill contain writing that is too small to reproduce in most printers. If you are still suspicious, hold 


the bill up to the light and look for the strip that says the value of the bill. With a little diligence, you can 


keep yourself from becoming a victim of this rising trend.   
 


Summarize this paragraph in one sentence. Be specific and clearly explain the main idea. 
 


 
 


 


An appropriate title: _____________________________________________________________ 
 


6. Currencies have changed and developed over the course of history, but one of the newest forms of 


payment doesn't even exist in the physical world. Bitcoin is an entirely digital currency. Users of Bitcoin 


send payments to one another over computer networks. These payments are nonrefundable. In other 


words, once the money is sent, you can't get it back. The value of a Bitcoin has risen rapidly since its 


introduction in 2009, when each Bitcoin was worth around 30 cents. At the time of this writing, it would 


cost you around 7400 U.S. Dollars to get one Bitcoin. That's quite a jump. On the downside, if the value 


of Bitcoin ever crashes, you won't be able to heat your home by burning it.   
 


Summarize this paragraph in one sentence. Be specific and clearly explain the main idea. 
 


 


 
 


An appropriate title: _____________________________________________________________ 
 


7. As young Americans mature into adults, they are tempted by the allure of easy credit.  Credit card 


companies attempt to ensnare young people by giving away "free" headphones or sports towels in return 


for completing credit applications. Many of these young people go on to accumulate debt through 


undisciplined spending.  They pay much more than the original loan because they are charged a high rate 


of interest and it takes them years to repay their debts.  It is best to avoid this debt prison altogether.    
 


Summarize this paragraph in one sentence. Be specific and clearly explain the main idea. 
 


 


 
 


An appropriate title: _____________________________________________________________ 







ANSWER KEY 


Main Idea Worksheet 4 
 


Directions: Read each passage and ask yourself, “What is the author doing in this paragraph?” 


Write your answer in the summary box and then think of an appropriate title for the passage 


based on the main idea of the passage. 
 


1. It’s hard to imagine what things were like before there was money, but such a time did 


exist. During these times people exchanged goods using the barter system. The word 


barter means to trade. People using the barter system traded things instead of buying and 


selling them. So if you were a rice farmer, you would trade your rice with many people to 


get all the things that you wanted or needed. Unfortunately, the people from whom you 


needed things might not want your rice. Isn’t it nice to just go to the store and buy candy 


instead of having to trade rice for it? 
 


Summarize this paragraph in one sentence. Be specific and clearly explain the main idea. 


This paragraph describes the barter system and some of its shortcomings. 


 
 


An appropriate title: Bartering: A World Without Money 
 


2. Money is pretty old but nobody knows exactly how old it is. Perhaps the oldest evidence 


of people using money is in the Code of Ur-Nammu. The Code of Ur-Nammu is a system 


of laws written around 2050 BC. That’s like 4,000 years ago! Many of Ur-Nammu’s laws 


carry fines, such as one stating that if a man is proven innocent of sorcery, his accuser 


must pay 3 shekels. This ancient document shows me two things: Ur-Nammu didn’t 


tolerate false witch-hunts, and money is very old.  
 


Summarize this paragraph in one sentence. Be specific and clearly explain the main idea. 


This paragraph informs readers about one of the oldest records of money usage, the Code of    


Ur-Nammu. 


 
 


An appropriate title: Way Back When: Money in the Code of Ur-Nammu.  
 


3. One problem that the U.S. faced when rebelling against the British was currency. While under 


British control, colonists mainly used British paper money and foreign coins. But after forming a 


new nation, the Americans needed their own currency. They created Continental currency. 


Congress issued over 240 million Continental Dollars during the Revolution. Unfortunately, 


these dollars soon dropped in value. This gave rise to the popular expression, "not worth a 


Continental." By the end of 1778, Continentals were worth 1/5th of their face value. By 1780, 


they were worth 1/40th. In the 1790s, the U.S. bought back Continentals for 1% of their printed 


value. One reason for this decline was economic warfare. During the war the British hired artists 


to counterfeit Continental Dollars. Then they funneled large amounts of these counterfeit notes 


into the American economy. The value of the Continental Dollar crashed. When people complain 


about today's inflation rates, I tell them about Continentals.   
 


Summarize this paragraph in one sentence. Be specific and clearly explain the main idea. 


This paragraph is about the first American currency, the Continental Dollar, and why it failed. 


 


 
 


An appropriate title: The Dollar that Couldn’t: The Continental Dollar and Why it Failed. 







3. Hyperinflation refers to when the value of money drops rapidly. During World War I, Germany 


paid for the war by borrowing. The German Mark steadily lost value as the war went on and 


German people could buy less and less. After losing the war, Germany was required to make 


large payments to the Allies. They paid all the debts that they could by printing more money. 


Soon the German Mark was worthless. When the war had started, the U.S. Dollar was worth 


around four German Marks. By November of 1923, one U.S. Dollar was worth 


4,210,500,000,000 German Marks. At this point the money had more value as a fuel than as a 


currency, and people burned it to stay warm.   
 


Summarize this paragraph in one sentence. Be specific and clearly explain the main idea. 


This paragraph is about hyperinflation in Germany after World War I. 
 


 


An appropriate title: Not Worth the Paper it is Printed On: Germany after WWII. 
 


5. Counterfeiting is the act of making phony money that looks official. It is a very old crime but recent 


advances in printing have made it possible for even amateurs to produce decent counterfeits. Fortunately, 


there are some ways that you can detect counterfeits. The first and most telling inspection is to pay 


attention to how the money feels. It is difficult to reproduce the texture of real money. If the money feels 


suspect, look carefully at the microprinting on the bill. Many features along the portrait and border of a 


genuine bill contain writing that is too small to reproduce in most printers. If you are still suspicious, hold 


the bill up to the light and look for the strip that says the value of the bill. With a little diligence, you can 


keep yourself from becoming a victim of this rising trend.   
 


Summarize this paragraph in one sentence. Be specific and clearly explain the main idea. 


This paragraph explains how to detect a counterfeit bill. 
 


 


An appropriate title: Be Alert: Catching on to Today’s Counterfeiting Problem.  
 


6. Currencies have changed and developed over the course of history, but one of the newest forms of 


payment doesn't even exist in the physical world. Bitcoin is an entirely digital currency. Users of Bitcoin 


send payments to one another over computer networks. These payments are nonrefundable. In other 


words, once the money is sent, you can't get it back. The value of a Bitcoin has risen rapidly since its 


introduction in 2009, when each Bitcoin was worth around 30 cents. At the time of this writing, it would 


cost you around 7400 U.S. Dollars to get one Bitcoin. That's quite a jump. On the downside, if the value 


of Bitcoin ever crashes, you won't be able to heat your home by burning it.   
 


Summarize this paragraph in one sentence. Be specific and clearly explain the main idea. 


This paragraph describes a new form of electronic currency called Bitcoin. 


 
 


An appropriate title: Bitcoin: Making Payments in the Future 
 


7. As young Americans mature into adults, they are tempted by the allure of easy credit.  Credit card 


companies attempt to ensnare young people by giving away “free” headphones or sports towels in return 


for completing credit applications. Many of these young people go on to accumulate debt through 


undisciplined spending.  They pay much more than the original loan because they are charged a high rate 


of interest and it takes them years to repay their debts.  It is best to avoid this debt prison altogether.    
 


Summarize this paragraph in one sentence. Be specific and clearly explain the main idea. 


This paragraph describes how certain young people can become burdened with dept. 


 
 


An appropriate title: The Shackles of Debt: Beware of Student Credit Cards 
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         Name: _____________________________ 


Nonfiction Reading Test 


Metal Detectors 
 


Directions: Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow. Refer to 


the text to check your answers when appropriate. 
 


Have you ever been to the beach? Did you 


see a man with a headset pointing a long pole 


at the ground? If so you might have seen a 


person using a metal detector. People use 


these devices to find metal. 


 


Metal detectors make magnetic waves. These 


waves go through the ground. The waves 


change when they hit metal. Then the device 


beeps. This lets the person with the device 


know that metal is close. 


 


The first metal detectors were meant to help 


miners. They were big. They cost a lot of 


money. They used a lot of power. And worst 


of all, they didn't work well. People kept 


trying to make them better.  


 


Metal detectors got smaller. Now they are 


light and cheap. They also work better. That 


is why people bring them to the beach. They 


can look for rings in the water. They can 


look for phones in the sand. Metal detectors 


help them find these things. They usually just 


find junk though.  


 


Metal detectors also protect people. They 


help to keep guns out of some places. They 


are in airports. They are in courthouses. 


Some schools use them. They help guards 


look for weapons. Guards use special wands 


to find metal on a person.  
 


 


 
 


 


 
 


These devices save lives in other ways too. 


During wars, people plant bombs in the 


ground. When the war ends, they don't clean 


up their messes. This is unsafe for the people 


who live in those places. Others use metal 


detectors to find bombs. They remove them 


and help the people. 


 


These devices also make clothes safer. It 


sounds funny, but it's true. Most clothes are 


made in big factories. There are lots of 


needles in these places. Needles break from 


time to time. They get stuck in the clothes. 


They would poke people trying them on. 


They don't though. That's because our 


clothes are scanned for metal. Isn't that nice? 


Let's hear it for metal detectors. They make 


the world a safer place. 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 







1. Which was not one of the problems with the first metal detectors? 


a. They were too big.     b. They were too expensive. 


c. They didn't work well.    d. They were unsafe. 


 


2. Which best describes the main idea of the second paragraph? 


a. It describes the sounds of a metal detector. b. It explains how metal detectors work.  


c. It warns about the effects of metal detectors. d. It explains how magnetic waves move. 


 


3. How do metal detectors make clothing safer? 


a. Metal detectors make sure factory machines are working the right way. 


b. Metal detectors make sure workers don't bring weapons into factories. 


c. Metal detectors make sure that broken needles don't get into clothing. 


d. Metal detectors help people recover lost clothing at the beach. 


 


4. Why were metal detectors first used? 


a. To help miners      b. To help security guards 


c. To help doctors     d. To help soldiers 


 


5. According to the text, metal detectors have been used in all of the following except which? 


a. schools      b. churches 


c. courthouses      d. airports 


 


6. How do metal detectors help soldiers? 


a. They warn soldiers when bullets are coming. b. They help soldiers find hidden bombs. 


c. They find weaknesses in their armor.  d. They create a relaxing beeping noise. 


 


7. Why do people bring metal detectors to the beach? 


a. Metal detectors help people keep the sand clean and safe. 


b. Metal detectors look cool. 


c. Metal detectors help people find valuable items. 


d. Metal detectors help guards keep weapons away from the beach. 


 


8. Which happens first? 


a. The metal detector beeps alarmingly. 


b. The magnetic waves hit metal and change. 


c. The magnetic waves go through the ground. 


d. The metal detector creates magnetic waves. 


 


9. How did metal detectors get better over time? 


a. They became cheaper.     b. They became lighter. 


c. They began working better     d. All of these 


 


10. Which title would best describe the purpose of this text? 


a. A Day at the Beach: Using Your Metal Detector to Find Things 


b. Metal Detectors: a Complete the Story of Their Invention  


c. Magnetism and More: How a Metal Detector Works 


d. Metal Detectors: What They Do and How We Use Them 


 


 







1. How do metal detectors make save lives? Explain your answer using the text. 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 


2. Why would buying an early metal detector have been disappointing? Refer to the text in your 


answer. 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 


3. In your own words, explain how metal detectors make buying clothes a safer experience. 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 


_____________________________________________________________________________ 







1. Which was not one of the problems with the first metal detectors? 


a. They were too big.     b. They were too expensive. 


c. They didn't work well.    d. They were unsafe. 


 


2. Which best describes the main idea of the second paragraph? 


a. It describes the sounds of a metal detector. b. It explains how metal detectors work.  


c. It warns about the effects of metal detectors. d. It explains how magnetic waves move. 


 


3. How do metal detectors make clothing safer? 


a. Metal detectors make sure factory machines are working the right way. 


b. Metal detectors make sure workers don't bring weapons into factories. 


c. Metal detectors make sure that broken needles don't get into clothing. 


d. Metal detectors help people recover lost clothing at the beach. 


 


4. Why were metal detectors first used? 


a. To help miners      b. To help security guards 


c. To help doctors     d. To help soldiers 


 


5. According to the text, metal detectors have been used in all of the following except which? 


a. schools      b. churches 


c. courthouses      d. airports 


 


6. How do metal detectors help soldiers? 


a. They warn soldiers when bullets are coming. b. They help soldiers find hidden bombs. 


c. They find weaknesses in their armor.  d. They create a relaxing beeping noise. 


 


7. Why do people bring metal detectors to the beach? 


a. Metal detectors help people keep the sand clean and safe. 


b. Metal detectors look cool. 


c. Metal detectors help people find valuable items. 


d. Metal detectors help guards keep weapons away from the beach. 


 


8. Which happens first? 


a. The metal detector beeps alarmingly. 


b. The magnetic waves hit metal and change. 


c. The magnetic waves go through the ground. 


d. The metal detector creates magnetic waves. 


 


9. How did metal detectors get better over time? 


a. They became cheaper.     b. They became lighter. 


c. They began working better     d. All of these 


 


10. Which title would best describe the purpose of this text? 


a. A Day at the Beach: Using Your Metal Detector to Find Things 


b. Metal Detectors: a Complete the Story of Their Invention  


c. Magnetism and More: How a Metal Detector Works 


d. Metal Detectors: What They Do and How We Use Them 


 


 







1. How do metal detectors make save lives? Explain your answer using the text. 
 


ANSWERS WILL VARY 
 


2. Why would buying an early metal detector have been disappointing? Refer to the text in your 


answer. 
 


ANSWERS WILL VARY 
 


3. In your own words, explain how metal detectors make buying clothes a safer experience. 
 


ANSWERS WILL VARY 
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         Name: _____________________________ 


Context Clues 1.3 
 


Directions: read each sentence and determine the meaning of the word using cross sentence clues or your 


prior knowledge. Then, explain what clues in the sentence helped you determine the word meaning. 


 


1. unpleasant: Brian felt that Ms. Golding was much more unpleasant than usual and he suspected that 


she did not have her coffee this morning.  
  


Definition: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


 
 
 


2. remedy: The richest man in town was losing his hearing and he offered a large reward to anyone who 


could find a remedy for his condition. 
  


Definition: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


 
 
 


3. singe: The curling iron was so hot that Martha singed her hair when she tried using it. 
  


Definition: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


 
 
 


4. quarrel: Max was sick of quarreling with his wife about money when all he wanted to do was enjoy 


her company. 
  


Definition: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


 
 
 


5. conclude: After finding crumbs all over Fido's bed, Mom concluded that the dog had eaten the 


cookies. 
  


Definition: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


 
 
 


6. enormous: After taking the final exam, Felix felt as though an enormous burden had been lifted. 
  


Definition: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


 
 
 







7. haughty: Megan did not like the new girl because she was rich, haughty, and kept her nose up high.  
  


Definition: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


 
 
 


8. dreary: After the quarterback from the visiting team snuck in for another touchdown, the mood over 


the home team's bleachers grew quite dreary.  
  


Definition: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


 
 
 


9. dispute: My father and Mr. McClure, our neighbor, have had a dispute as to the property line 


separating our two houses ever since Mr. McClure planned to build a fence.  
  


Definition: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


 
 
 


10. absurd: Bobby thought that Clyde's theories about their substitute teacher being an alien were 


absurd.  
  


Definition: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


 
 
 


11. involuntary: As a student serving a detention, Derrick's participation on the school cleanup crew was 


involuntary, unlike Scott, who genuinely wanted to make the school a better place.  
  


Definition: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


 
 
 


12. native: Unlike most of the college students, who came to DeKalb from many different parts of the 


state and nation to attend the university, Cletus was a native of the town, born and raised.  
  


Definition: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


 
 
  
 


Bonus: Define each of the words on a separate sheet of paper to check your answers. Attach your sheet. 


 


 


 







 
ANSWER KEY 


Context Clues 1.3 
 


Directions: read each sentence and determine the meaning of the word using cross sentence clues or your 


prior knowledge. Then, explain what clues in the sentence helped you determine the word meaning. 


 


1. unpleasant: Brian felt that Ms. Golding was much more unpleasant than usual, and he suspected that 


she did not have her coffee this morning.  
  


Definition:     Causing discomfort or unhappiness 
 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


Based on the context of the sentence, one can presume that Ms. Golding is much more pleasant when she 


has her coffee.  
 


2. remedy: The richest man in town was losing his hearing and he offered a large reward to anyone who 


could find a remedy for his condition. 
  


Definition:     A cure or treatment for an illness or injury. 
 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


Based on the context of the sentence, readers can conclude that the rich man is looking for a treatment for 


his hearing loss. 
 


3. singe: The curling iron was so hot that Martha singed her hair when she tried using it. 
  


Definition:    To lightly burn something. 
 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


Readers can conclude that Martha burned her hair with the hot curling iron. 
 


4. quarrel: Max was sick of quarreling with his wife about money when all he wanted to do was enjoy 


her company. 
  


Definition:      An argument or a disagreement.  
 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


Readers can conclude that Max does not want to fight with his wife about money.  


 
 


5. conclude: After finding crumbs all over Fido's bed, Mom concluded that the dog had eaten the 


cookies. 
  


Definition:       To make an informed judgement based on reasoning. 
 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


Readers can conclude that Mom connected the cookie crumbs to the act of eating the cookie; she has 


made an informed judgement. 
 
 


6. enormous: After taking the final exam, Felix felt as though an enormous burden had been lifted. 
  


Definition:      Very large. 
 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


Readers can conclude that Felix is greatly relieved to have taken the test. 
 







 


7. haughty: Megan did not like the new girl because she was rich, haughty, and kept her nose up high.  
  


Definition:        Arrogant; Thinking oneself to be better than others. 
 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


Readers can conclude that the new girl thinks quite highly of  herself and not that much of others. 
 
 


8. dreary: After the quarterback from the visiting team snuck in for another touchdown, the mood over 


the home team's bleachers grew quite dreary.  
  


Definition:           Sad; Depressing 
 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


Readers can conclude that the home team’s fans were quite upset by the visiting team’s quarterback 


continuing to score.  
 
 


9. dispute: My father and Mr. McClure, our neighbor, have had a dispute as to the property line 


separating our two houses ever since Mr. McClure planned to build a fence.  
  


Definition:      A disagreement or an argument. 
 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


Readers can conclude that the speaker’s father and Mr. McClure do not agree on the property line. 
 
 


10. absurd: Bobby thought that Clyde's theories about their substitute teacher being an alien were 


absurd.  
  


Definition:       Something that is wildly unreasonable or inappropriate. 
 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


Readers can conclude that Clyde is crazy. 
 
 


11. involuntary: As a student serving a detention, Derrick's participation on the school cleanup crew was 


involuntary, unlike Scott, who genuinely wanted to make the school a better place.  
  


Definition:        Done against someone’s will or without someone’s control. 
 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


Readers can conclude that Derrick is being forced to participate on the cleanup crew. 
 
 


12. native: Unlike most of the college students, who came to DeKalb from many different parts of the 


state and nation to attend the university, Cletus was a native of the town, born and raised.  
  


Definition:        A person who was born and or grew up in a specified place. 
 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


Readers can conclude that Cletus was born in the town of DeKalb.  
 
  
 


Bonus: Define each of the words on a separate sheet of paper to check your answers. Attach your sheet. 
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Name: _______________________________ 


Idioms 
 


Directions: Read each idiom and determine the meaning. 
 


 


Idiom: A common expression understood figuratively, as the literal definition makes no sense. 
 


 


1.  When the politician was caught stealing from the taxpayers, everyone thought he would receive a 


severe punishment, but all he got was a slap on the wrist. 


 


What is the meaning of this idiom? ______________________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


2.  We thought that our neighbor’s, the Jones family, were rich beyond our wildest dreams, but it turns 


out that we’re all in the same boat. 


 


What is the meaning of this idiom? ______________________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


3.  If Kim thinks that I’m going to let her copy my math homework, she’s barking up the wrong tree. 


 


What is the meaning of this idiom? ______________________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


4.  The Vikings thought that they would easily beat the other team, but when it was tied with a minute 


left in the fourth quarter, they knew that this game was really coming down to the wire. 


 


What is the meaning of this idiom? ______________________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


5.  I thought Janet would be a good worker, but it turns out that she can’t cut the mustard. 


 


What is the meaning of this idiom? ______________________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


6.  Tom wanted to get down to brass tacks, but the lawyer kept chatting about the weather. 


 


What is the meaning of this idiom? ______________________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


7.  The lawyer knew that beating around the bush would get Tom all worked up. 


 


What is the meaning of this idiom? ______________________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________________________________________________________ 







8.  After playing for three straight quarters, the quarterback was running out of steam. 


 


What is the meaning of this idiom? ______________________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


9.  Don’t get so worked up, buddy.  She’s only pulling your leg. 


 


What is the meaning of this idiom? ______________________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


10.  Jane decided that she would go out on a limb and ask Byron to the Spring Fling dance. 


 


What is the meaning of this idiom? ______________________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


11.  Jimbo was too tired to finish the assignment, so he decided to hit the hay. 


 


What is the meaning of this idiom? ______________________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


12.  Alan was excited when he found out that he would have his own front row parking spot at the 


university, but that was just the icing on the cake. 


 


What is the meaning of this idiom? ______________________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


13.  Ever since Amy’s uncle bought the farm; she’s been faced with the difficult decision of dividing 


the inheritance amongst the family. 


 


What is the meaning of this idiom? ______________________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


14.  Working at the Burger King was at first overwhelming to Kyle, but now he knows the ropes.    


 


What is the meaning of this idiom? ______________________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


15.  Julie thought her mom would let her go to the party, but no dice.   


 


What is the meaning of this idiom? ______________________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________________________________________________________ 


 







 
ANSWER KEY 


Idioms 
 


Directions: Read each idiom and determine the meaning. 


 
 


 


Idiom: A common expression understood figuratively, as the literal definition makes no sense. 
 


 


 


1.  When the politician was caught stealing from the taxpayers, everyone thought he would receive a 


severe punishment, but all he got was a slap on the wrist. 


 


What is the meaning of this idiom?   This means that he received a very light and easy punishment. 


 


2.  We thought that our neighbor’s, the Jones family, were rich beyond our wildest dreams, but it turns 


out that we’re all in the same boat. 


 


What is the meaning of this idiom? This means that we were in very similar situations. 


 


3.  If Kim thinks that I’m going to let her copy my math homework, she’s barking up the wrong tree. 


 


What is the meaning of this idiom? This means that Kim is asking the wrong person. 


 


4.  The Vikings thought that they would easily beat the other team, but when it was tied with a minute 


left in the fourth quarter, they knew that this game was really coming down to the wire. 


 


What is the meaning of this idiom? This means that the outcome of the game will not be clear until the 


very end. 


 


5.  I thought Janet would be a good worker, but it turns out that she can’t cut the mustard. 


 


What is the meaning of this idiom? This means that Janet cannot perform the necessary duties. 


 


6.  Tom wanted to get down to brass tacks, but the lawyer kept chatting about the weather. 


 


What is the meaning of this idiom? This means that he wanted to talk about the important issues. 


 


7.  The lawyer knew that beating around the bush would get Tom all worked up. 


 


What is the meaning of this idiom? This means that the lawyer wanted to waste time. 


 


8.  After playing for three straight quarters, the quarterback was running out of steam. 


 


What is the meaning of this idiom? This means that the quarterback was getting tired. 


 


9.  Don’t get so worked up, buddy.  She’s only pulling your leg. 


 


What is the meaning of this idiom? This means that she is lying or fooling around. 


 


 







 


10.  Jane decided that she would go out on a limb and ask Byron to the Spring Fling dance. 


 


What is the meaning of this idiom? This means that she would take a chance. 


 


11.  Jimbo was too tired to finish the assignment, so he decided to hit the hay. 


 


What is the meaning of this idiom? This means the way of going to sleep. 


 


12.  Alan was excited when he found out that he would have his own front row parking spot at the 


university, but that was just the icing on the cake. 


 


What is the meaning of this idiom? This means that he would receive greater benefits than the parking 


spot. 


 


13.  Ever since Amy’s uncle bought the farm; she’s been faced with the difficult decision of dividing 


the inheritance amongst the family. 


 


What is the meaning of this idiom? This means that he died. 


 


14.  Working at the Burger King was at first overwhelming to Kyle, but now he knows the ropes.    


 


What is the meaning of this idiom? This means that he learned how to perform his duties. 


 


15.  Julie thought her mom would let her go to the party, but no dice.   


 


What is the meaning of this idiom? This means that things did not go the way that she wanted them to 


go. 
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Name: _______________________________ 


Personification Worksheet  
 


Directions: In each sentence, an object or idea is personified.  Identify the object or idea that is 


being personified and explain which human trait or action is applied to the object or idea. 


 
 


Personification: a figurative language technique where an object or idea is given human traits or 


characteristics.  
 


 


1.  The wind whispered through the dark and gloomy forest. 
 


 


What is being personified? _______________________________________________________________ 


 


Which human trait or quality is given?  ______________________________________________________ 


 


 


 


2.  The gardener lovingly added the manure to his crops believing he was making happy flowers. 
 


 


What is being personified? _______________________________________________________________ 


 


Which human trait or quality is given?  ______________________________________________________ 


 


 


 


3.  As we walked through the scorching desert, the sun beat down on us. 
 


 


What is being personified? _______________________________________________________________ 


 


Which human trait or quality is given?  ______________________________________________________ 


 


 


 


4.  Time crawled as Tim sat in the hot detention room painfully watching the clock tic.   
 


 


What is being personified? _______________________________________________________________ 


 


Which human trait or quality is given?  ______________________________________________________ 


 


 


 


5.  The lumberjack leveled the many trees into a clearing and his chainsaw sang its deadly song. 
 


 


What is being personified? _______________________________________________________________ 


 


Which human trait or quality is given?  ______________________________________________________ 


 


 


 







6.  When Monica walked through the shoe store, each shiny pair of high heels called out to her. 
 


 


What is being personified? _______________________________________________________________ 


 


Which human trait or quality is given?  ______________________________________________________ 


 


 


 


7.  When the patriots defeated the redcoat army, freedom rang across the fruited plains. 
 


 


What is being personified? _______________________________________________________________ 


 


Which human trait or quality is given?  ______________________________________________________ 


 


 


 


8.  As Alice searched for her missing pencil, she said sarcastically, “Well, I guess it just walked 


off of my desk.”  She looked at her classmates accusingly.   
 


 


What is being personified? _______________________________________________________________ 


 


Which human trait or quality is given?  ______________________________________________________ 


 


 


 


9.  Kelly was so happy that Tom and she were moving in together, but when she walked into her 


new residence, she dropped her suitcase.  She had never seen the inside of the house which 


Tom’s grandmother had given them, and though she was grateful to receive such a nice gift, the 


ugly yellow wallpaper in the kitchen screamed at her.  She knew she would have a lot of work to 


do to make her new house livable. 
 


 


What is being personified? _______________________________________________________________ 


 


Which human trait or quality is given?  ______________________________________________________ 


 


 


 


10.  William knew that he shouldn’t have eaten the last cookie out of the cookie jar.  He knew 


that his father loved to eat chocolate chip cookies after work, but William ate the last one 


anyway.  Now as he waited for his father to come home, guilt poked and chewed at William.  As 


delicious as the cookie was, William now wished that he had never opened that cookie jar. 
 


 


What is being personified? _______________________________________________________________ 


 


Which human trait or quality is given?  ______________________________________________________ 


 


 


 


 


 







ANSWER KEY 


Personification Worksheet  
 


Directions: In each sentence, an object or idea is personified.  Identify the object or idea that is 


being personified and explain which human trait or action is applied to the object or idea. 


 
 


Personification: a figurative language technique where an object or idea is given human traits or 


characteristics.  
 


 


1.  The wind whispered through the dark and gloomy forest. 
 


 


What is being personified?   The wind 


 


Which human trait or quality is given?   The wind is given the quality of Whispering. 


 


 


 


2.  The gardener lovingly added the manure to his crops believing he was making happy flowers. 
 


 


What is being personified?      The flowers 


 


Which human trait or quality is given?   They are given the quality of happiness. 


 


 


 


3.  As we walked through the scorching desert, the sun beat down on us. 
 


 


What is being personified?    The sun 


 


Which human trait or quality is given?     The sun is given the ability of beating. 


 


 


 


4.  Time crawled as Tim sat in the hot detention room painfully watching the clock tic.   
 


 


What is being personified?    Time 


 


Which human trait or quality is given?   It is given the ability of crawling. 


 


 


 


5.  The lumberjack leveled the many trees into a clearing and his chainsaw sang its deadly song. 
 


 


What is being personified?       The chainsaw 


 


Which human trait or quality is given? It is given the ability of singing. 


 


 


 







6.  When Monica walked through the shoe store, each shiny pair of high heels called out to her. 
 


 


What is being personified?    The high heels 


 


Which human trait or quality is given?   They are given the ability of calling. 


 


 


 


7.  When the patriots defeated the redcoat army, freedom rang across the fruited plains. 
 


 


What is being personified?  Freedom 


 


Which human trait or quality is given?    Freedom is given the ability of ringing. 


 


 


 


8.  As Alice searched for her missing pencil, she said sarcastically, “Well, I guess it just walked 


off of my desk.”  She looked at her classmates accusingly.   
 


 


What is being personified?   The Pencil 


 


Which human trait or quality is given?   It is given the ability of walking. 


 


 


 


9.  Kelly was so happy that Tom and she were moving in together, but when she walked into her 


new residence, she dropped her suitcase.  She had never seen the inside of the house which 


Tom’s grandmother had given them, and though she was grateful to receive such a nice gift, the 


ugly yellow wallpaper in the kitchen screamed at her.  She knew she would have a lot of work to 


do to make her new house livable. 
 


 


What is being personified?   The wallpaper 


 


Which human trait or quality is given?    It is given the ability of screaming. 


 


 


 


10.  William knew that he shouldn’t have eaten the last cookie out of the cookie jar.  He knew 


that his father loved to eat chocolate chip cookies after work, but William ate the last one 


anyway.  Now as he waited for his father to come home, guilt poked and chewed at William.  As 


delicious as the cookie was, William now wished that he had never opened that cookie jar. 
 


 


What is being personified?   Guilt 


 


Which human trait or quality is given?    It is given the abilities of poking and chewing. 
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Hyperbole 


Hyperbole is a figurative language technique where exaggeration is used to create a 


strong effect. 


 Here are fifty examples of hyperbole: 


1. Charlie gazed hopelessly at the endless pile of bills stretching across the counter. 


2. That woman has no self-control. 


3. That was the easiest question in the world. 


4. Nothing can bother him. 


5. I can smell pizza from a mile away. 


6. I went home and made the biggest sandwich of all time. 


7. My dad is always working. 


8. Patty drank from a bottomless glass of Kool-Aid. 


9. Allie has a million pairs of shoes in her closet. 


10. Old Mr. Johnson has been teaching here since the Stone Age. 


11. Forget knocking it out of the park, Frank can knock a baseball off the continent. 


12. The lesson was taking forever. 


13. I’ve seen this movie at least 80,000 times. 


14. Vanessa never has anything interesting to say. 


15. These shoes are killing me. 


16. Shauna does everything for him. 


17. Christmas will never come. 


18. He walked down the road to nowhere. 


19. I’d rather French kiss a rattlesnake than miss a gym period. 


20. My dad knows everything about cars. 


21. Max is the fastest thing on two feet. 


22. Basketball is the only thing that ever mattered to him. 


23. Nothing can stop these guys. 


24. My mom is going to kill me. 


25. She can have any boy that she wants. 


 



https://www.ereadingworksheets.com/figurative-language/
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Name: _____________________________ 


Simile and Metaphor Worksheet 1  
 


Directions: Read each example. Determine whether each is a simile or metaphor. Choose your 


answer and explain which two things are being compared.  


 


Example:  My mind is a puddle in the street reflecting green. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


The speaker is comparing his mind to a puddle. 


 
 


 


1.  The faces at the street crossings shine like a row of eggs on a pantry shelf. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


 


 
 
 


 


2.  He overwhelmed the boxer with avalanches of punches. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


 


 
 
 


 


3.  The musicians spun great webs of sound. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


 


 
 
 


 


4.  A hundred miles of landscape spread before me like a fan. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


 


 
 
 


 







5.  We were crushed by the hammer of sunlight. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


 
 


 
 


 


6.  Fear fell from us like steel armor. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


 
 


 
 


 


7.  The night is as cold as a sharp sword. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


 
 


 
 


 


8.  Her voice was like water bubbling from a silver jar. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


 
 


 
 


 


9.  Children are the most beautiful flowers of all. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


 
 


 
 


 


10.  There I waited, crouched behind my pointed wall of words. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


 
 


 
 







11.  The town was set along the coast like a little pearl in an emerald band. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


 


 


 
 


 
12.  The strong men live on, fighting, singing, lucky as plungers. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


 


 


 
 


 
13.  The gnashes of northern winds are the best Norwegian wines to him. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


 


 


 
 


 
14.  Your voice is like bells over roofs at dawn. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


 


 


 
 


 
15.  Your shadow is sunlight on a plate of silver. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


 


 


 
 


 


 







16.  She smiled her sugary smile. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


 


 


 
 


 
17.  Here and there over the grass stood beautiful flowers like stars. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


 


 


 
 


 
18.  One large opal hung like a milky, rainbow moon. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


 


 


 
 


 
19.  The cup of my heart is still, and cold, and empty. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


 


 


 
 


 
20.  Her kisses are sharp buds of fire. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


 


 


 
 


 


 







 


ANSWER KEY 


Simile and Metaphor Worksheet 1  
 


Directions: Read each example. Determine whether each is a simile or metaphor. Choose your 


answer and explain which two things are being compared.  


 


Example:  My mind is a puddle in the street reflecting green. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


The speaker is comparing his mind to a puddle. 


 
 


 


1.  The faces at the street crossings shine like a row of eggs on a pantry shelf. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


The speaker uses the word “like” to compare faces with a row of eggs.  


 
 
 


 


2.  He overwhelmed the boxer with avalanches of punches. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


The speaker is comparing the punches to avalanches without using the word “like” or 


“as.” 
 
 


 


3.  The musicians spun great webs of sound. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


The speaker compares making music to spinning webs without using the word “like or 


“as.” 
 
 


 


4.  A hundred miles of landscape spread before me like a fan. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


The speaker compares the landscape to a fan by using the word “like.” 
 
 


 


5.  We were crushed by the hammer of sunlight. 







 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


The speaker compares sunlight to a hammer without using the word “like” or “as.”  
 
 


 


6.  Fear fell from us like steel armor. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 
 


The speaker compares fear to steel armor by using the word “like.” 
 
 


 


7.  The night is as cold as a sharp sword. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


The speaker compares the night to a sword using the word “as.” 
 
 


 


8.  Her voice was like water bubbling from a silver jar. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


The speaker compares her voice to bubbling water by using the word “like.”  
 
 


 


9.  Children are the most beautiful flowers of all. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


The speaker compares children to flowers without using the word “like” or “as.” 
 
 


 
 


 


10.  There I waited, crouched behind my pointed wall of words. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


The speaker compares her words to a pointed wall without using the word “like” or 


“as.”  
 
 







11.  The town was set along the coast like a little pearl in an emerald band. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


The speaker compares the town to a pearl using the word “like.” 


 
 


 
12.  The strong men live on, fighting, singing, lucky as plungers. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 


 


The speaker compares the strong men to plungers using the word “as.”   


 
 


 
13.  The gnashes of northern winds are the best Norwegian wines to him. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


The speaker compares the northern winds to Norwegian wines without using the word 


“like” or “as.” 


 
 


 
14.  Your voice is like bells over roofs at dawn. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


The speaker compares the subject’s voice to bells using the word “like.”  


 


 
 


 
15.  Your shadow is sunlight on a plate of silver. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 


 


The speaker compares the subject’s shadow to sunlight without using the word “like” or 


“as.” 


 
 


 


 







16.  She smiled her sugary smile. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


The speaker compares the subject’s smile to sugar without using the word “like” or 


“as.” 


 
 


 
17.  Here and there over the grass stood beautiful flowers like stars. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


The speaker compares flowers to stars using the word “like.” 


 
 


 
18.  One large opal hung like a milky, rainbow moon. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


The speaker compares an opal to a milky, rainbow moon using the word “like.” 


 
 


 
19.  The cup of my heart is still, and cold, and empty. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 
 


The speaker compares her heart to an empty cup without using the word “like” or “as.” 


 


 
 


 
20.  Her kisses are sharp buds of fire. 
 


This is an example of...  Simile      /    Metaphor 
 


What two things are being compared? 


 


The speaker compares her kisses to buds of fire without using the word “like” or “as.”  
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Onomatopoeia 


When a word’s pronunciation imitates its sound 


Here are 101 examples of onomatopoeia: 


1. The sheep went, “Baa.” 


2. The best part about music class is that you can bang on the drum. 


3. It is not unusual for a dog to bark when visitors arrive. 


4. Silence your cellphone so that it does not beep during the movie. 


5. Dad released a belch from the pit of his stomach. 


6. The bridge collapsed creating a tremendous boom. 


7. The large dog said, “Bow-wow!” 


8. Are you afraid of things that go bump in the night? 


9. My brother can burp the alphabet. 


10. Both bees and buzzers buzz. 


11. The cash register popped open with a heartwarming ca-ching. 


12. The bird’s chirp filled the empty night air. 


13. Her heels clacked on the hardwood floor. 


14. The clanging pots and pans awoke the baby. 


15. If you want the red team to win, clap your hands right now! 


16. The cadets swelled with pride when they heard the clash of the cymbals at their 


graduation ceremony. 


17. The dishes fell to the floor with a clatter. 


18. Nothing annoys me more than rapidly clicking your pen. 


19. The bride and groom were not surprised to hear the familiar sound 


of clinking glasses. 


20. The horse’s hooves clip-clopped on the cobblestones. 


21. Those clucking chickens are driving me crazy! 


22. The dim-witted pigeon repulsed us with its nerve crawling coo.  


 


23. If you’re going to cough, please cover your mouth. 
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        Name: _____________________________________ 


Onomatopoeia Worksheet 2 
 


Directions: Read each sentence and circle the onomatopoeic word.  Also explain what makes this noise. 


 


1.  When Mom asked Tommy how his day went, Tommy just grunted. 


 


What made the noise? _________________________________________________________________ 


 


2.  The best part about music class is that you can bang on the drum. 


 


What made the noise? _________________________________________________________________ 


 


3.  While the cat cleaned himself, the thirsty dog slurped the dirty water from the puddle. 


 


What made the noise? _________________________________________________________________ 


 


4.  After sweating it out on the court, Vince gulped down the Mountain Dew. 


 


What made the noise? _________________________________________________________________ 


 


5.  Though she stepped very lightly, Vanessa’s heels still clacked on the hardwood floor. 


 


What made the noise? _________________________________________________________________ 


 


6.  Ronald zipped up his sleeping bag as he packed up all of his belongings. 


 


What made the noise? _________________________________________________________________ 


 


7.  Tim almost stepped on the snake and then he heard the rattle of its tail. 


 


What made the noise? _________________________________________________________________ 


 


8.  When Bobby got home after a long day at school, he threw his books down with a thud. 


 


What made the noise? _________________________________________________________________ 


 


9.  The two-year old crashed into the cabinet while chasing the dog around the kitchen table. 


 


What made the noise? _________________________________________________________________ 


 


10.  The bride and groom were not surprised to hear the clinking glasses and they prepared to embrace. 


 


What made the noise? _________________________________________________________________ 


 


11.  Brian was rapidly clicking his pen to annoy me, but it wouldn’t work this time. 


 


What made the noise? _________________________________________________________________ 


 


12.  Angie sprayed her neighbor with the hose in a playful way; he didn’t mind since it was so hot. 


 


What made the noise? _________________________________________________________________ 







13.  They knew that the principal was coming because they heard the jingle of his keys. 


 


What made the noise? _________________________________________________________________ 


 


14.  Anytime anybody comes over to my house, my dog hides behind the couch and barks for hours. 


 


What made the noise? _________________________________________________________________ 


 


15.  Chris saw the garbage truck driving right toward him, so he honked his horn and waved his arm. 


 


What made the noise? _________________________________________________________________ 


 


16.  I woke up to the sound of bacon sizzling in a frying pan and I knew that it would be a good day. 


 


What made the noise? _________________________________________________________________ 


 


17.  The lawyer almost drove right into the ambulance while chasing after the wail of the sirens. 


 


What made the noise? _________________________________________________________________ 


 


18.  Most musicians use a small piece of plastic, but Johnny Nickels used a coin to strum his guitar. 


 


What made the noise? _________________________________________________________________ 


 


19.  Mark tried sneaking in the house after the party, but the squeak of his shoes woke up Mom. 


 


What made the noise? _________________________________________________________________ 


 


20.  Jenny tried to focus on the final exam, but the ticking clock kept breaking her concentration. 


 


What made the noise? _________________________________________________________________ 


 


21.  Barry felt very patriotic as the sunset and the flag flapped in wind. 


 


What made the noise? _________________________________________________________________ 


 


22.  John was eager to begin taking notes, so he started tapping his pencil on his desk. 


 


What made the noise? _________________________________________________________________ 


 


23.  As the paintball splattered against the windshield, Kevin knew that he would be in trouble. 


 


What made the noise? _________________________________________________________________ 


 


24.  As the fans packed into the stadium, the fireworks boomed overhead. 


 


What made the noise? _________________________________________________________________ 


 


25.  When Reuben saw what he thought was a ghost, he shrieked like a banshee. 


 


What made the noise? _________________________________________________________________ 


 







ANSWER KEY 


Onomatopoeia Worksheet 2 
 


Directions: Read each sentence and circle the onomatopoeic word.  Also explain what makes this noise. 


 


1.  When Mom asked Tommy how his day went, Tommy just grunted. 


 


What made the noise?  Tommy 


 


2.  The best part about music class is that you can bang on the drum. 


 


What made the noise?   Drum/ You 


 


3.  While the cat cleaned himself, the thirsty dog slurped the dirty water from the puddle. 


 


What made the noise?    Dog 


 


4.  After sweating it out on the court, Vince gulped down the Mountain Dew. 


 


What made the noise?    Vince 


 


5.  Though she stepped very lightly, Vanessa’s heels still clacked on the hardwood floor. 


 


What made the noise?   Vanessa’s heels 


 


6.  Ronald zipped up his sleeping bag as he packed up all of his belongings. 


 


What made the noise? Ronald / Sleeping bag 


 


7.  Tim almost stepped on the snake and then he heard the rattle of its tail. 


 


What made the noise?   Snake 


 


8.  When Bobby got home after a long day at school, he threw his books down with a thud. 


 


What made the noise? Books/ Bobby 


 


9.  The two-year old crashed into the cabinet while chasing the dog around the kitchen table. 


 


What made the noise?     Two-year old 


 


10.  The bride and groom were not surprised to hear the clinking glasses and they prepared to embrace. 


 


What made the noise?        Glasses 


 


11.  Brian was rapidly clicking his pen to annoy me, but it wouldn’t work this time. 


 


What made the noise? Brian / Pen 


 


12.  Angie sprayed her neighbor with the hose in a playful way; he didn’t mind since it was so hot. 


 


What made the noise? Angie / Hose 







13.  They knew that the principal was coming because they heard the jingle of his keys. 


 


What made the noise?     Keys 


 


14.  Anytime anybody comes over to my house, my dog hides behind the couch and barks for hours. 


 


What made the noise?    Dog 


 


15.  Chris saw the garbage truck driving right toward him, so he honked his horn and waved his arm. 


 


What made the noise?    Chris / Car horn 


 


16.  I woke up to the sound of bacon sizzling in a frying pan and I knew that it would be a good day. 


 


What made the noise?    Bacon 


 


17.  The lawyer almost drove right into the ambulance while chasing after the wail of the sirens. 


 


What made the noise?     Sirens / Ambulance 


 


18.  Most musicians use a small piece of plastic, but Johnny Nickels used a coin to strum his guitar. 


 


What made the noise?     Johnny / Guitar 


 


19.  Mark tried sneaking in the house after the party, but the squeak of his shoes woke up Mom. 


 


What made the noise?    Shoes / Mark 


 


20.  Jenny tried to focus on the final exam, but the ticking clock kept breaking her concentration. 


 


What made the noise?    Clock 


 


21.  Barry felt very patriotic as the sunset and the flag flapped in wind. 


 


What made the noise?    Flag 


 


22.  John was eager to begin taking notes, so he started tapping his pencil on his desk. 


 


What made the noise?    John / Pencil 


 


23.  As the paintball splattered against the windshield, Kevin knew that he would be in trouble. 


 


What made the noise?     Paintball 


 


24.  As the fans packed into the stadium, the fireworks boomed overhead. 


 


What made the noise?     Fireworks 


 


25.  When Reuben saw what he thought was a ghost, he shrieked like a banshee. 


 


What made the noise?    Ruben / he 
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                                                                                                                       Name: _______________________________ 


 


Cause and Effect Worksheet 
Everything Pink 
 


Overview: Cause and effect is one type of text structure. When a writer is 


using the cause-and-effect text structure, he or she is usually explaining 


reasons why something happened. 
 


Directions: read each paragraph. A graphic organizer is used to show the 


structure of the text. Fill in the missing boxes with the appropriate info. 


 


 


  
 


1. Some flamingos are pink. 


Not all flamingos are pink. 


The pink color comes from 


their diet. Flamingos that eat 


lots of shrimp will be pink. 


Flamingos that eat lots of 


algae will be pale or white. 


  
 
 


2. Cotton candy is made 


from sugar. Its natural color 


is white. The color is added. 


"Boo Blue" is used to make 


blue cotton candy. "Silly 


Nilly" is added to make pink 


cotton candy, which has a 


vanilla flavor. 


  
 
 


 
 


3. Did you know that your 


tongue is a muscle? It is. 


And it's the only muscle you 


have that's covered in saliva 


and taste buds. Having taste 


buds stops you from eating 


rotten food. Having saliva 


protects you from some 


germs and bacteria. Gross, 


but helpful. 
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Compare and Contrast Worksheet 
Dinosaurs 
 


Overview: Compare and contrast is one type of text structure. When a 


writer is using the compare and contrast text structure, he or she is 


explaining how two things are the same or different. 
 


Directions: read each paragraph. A graphic organizer is used to show the 


structure of the text. Fill in the missing boxes with the appropriate info. 


 


 


 


 


1. Dinosaurs can be 


carnivores or herbivores. 


Carnivores have sharp teeth. 


Herbivores have round 


teeth. Carnivores eat meat. 


Herbivores eat plants. Now 


you can look at a dinosaur's 


teeth and you will know 


which type it is. 


 
 


 
 


2. Some dinosaurs are 


bipeds. Bipedal dinosaurs 


walk on two legs. They may 


use claws on their hands to 


attack. Other dinosaurs are 


quadrupeds. That means that 


they walk on four legs. This 


helps them move faster.  


 
 
 


 


3. Was T-Rex a scavenger 


or predator? A predator will 


hunt living animals. A 


scavenger will look for 


other sources of food. 


Predators have eyes on the 


front of their heads. 


Scavengers' eyes tend to be 


more to the side. T-Rex 


probably did both. 
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                                                                                                                       Name: _______________________________ 


 


Problem and Solution Worksheet 
Medical Alert 
 


Overview: Problem and solution is one type of text structure. When a 


writer is using the problem and solution text structure, he or she may 


explain how to address or prepare for a concern. 
 


Directions: read each paragraph. A graphic organizer is used to show the 


structure of the text. Fill in the missing boxes with the appropriate info. 


  
  


1. Having a cold is no fun. 


Coughing makes it hard to 


fall asleep. A sore throat is 


painful. Try some tea with 


honey in it. The honey will 


soothe your throat. There 


may be no cure for the 


common cold. You can treat 


the symptoms though.  


 


 


2. A sprain is a tear in a 


muscle. Sprains happen 


when a muscle is twisted or 


overstretched. They can be 


painful. If you sprain a 


muscle, you should ice it 


immediately. Putting ice on 


a sprain will reduce swelling 


and pain. It may help stop 


internal bleeding too. 


 


 
 


 


3. Nobody wants to be stung 


by a bee. Bee stings are 


itchy and painful. But what 


if the bee stings you 


anyway? One thing that you 


can do is put vinegar on it. 


The acid in the vinegar may 


reduce the pain and swelling 


from the sting.  
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Text Structure Worksheet 12 
 


Directions: Read the passages and determine how each is mainly structured. On a sheet of paper, put the information from each passage into an 


appropriate graphic organizer. The following graphic organizers are examples. Feel free to make changes if necessary.  
 


Chronological Sequence Cause and Effect Problem and Solution Compare and Contrast 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 
 


  
 


1. When you spend your hard earned savings on a pair of shoes, you want to get the most for your money. One way to do this is to clean your shoes. When you get 


done, they’ll almost look brand new. First, get out a toothbrush and some cleaning spray. Spray the shoes over a sink with no dishes in it and gently scrub the shoes 


with a toothbrush. Wash the dirt off of the toothbrush repeatedly while you are scrubbing. When you finish scrubbing the foot covering, it is time to clean the 


soles. Get out some steel wool or an SOS pad, wet it, and then scrub the soles of your shoes clean. You may need to use a paperclip to free any pebbles stuck in the 


treading.  Lastly, scrub the shoes off with a paper towel or clean rag. If you did a good job, your shoes should look almost as nice as when you first got them.    


 


2. When playing some sports, athletes are required to wear special shoes. Two such sports are golf and bowling. Golf shoes have sharp metal spikes called cleats. 


These cleats help golfers keep their footing while swinging the club. On the other end of the spectrum are bowling shoes, which are very smooth and have almost 


no traction at all. Bowling shoes help bowlers slide down the lane while throwing the ball. While both of these types of shoes help athletes perform, I wouldn't 


wear either of them outside of games. Aside from looking ridiculous, golf shoes and bowling shoes do not have soles that are fit for street use. 


 


3. If you're planning on dressing up for a wedding, dance, or other formal event, you'll need to wear some dress shoes. While your feet may look great in dress 


shoes, they will probably feel horrible. Wearing dress shoes for more than a few minutes can be extremely painful. This pain may prevent you from having a good 


time. One thing that you can do to protect yourself is to bring a box of band-aids with you. As the dress shoes tear up the skin on your feet, put those band-aids on 


the wounds to ease the pain and prevent further damage. The band-aids will create a protective layer that will reduce the amount of pain that your dress shoes may 


inflict. Don't let foot pain ruin your fun; come to the party prepared. 


 


4. One of the most popular, sought-after, and expensive shoes ever marketed are the Air Jordan shoes. The first Air Jordan shoes were released in 1985. These 


shoes were not legal to wear on the court since they did not have any white on them, but Jordan wore them to every game anyway, getting fined $5000 for each 


appearance. The next Air Jordan shoes came out in 1986. These shoes were unique for basketball shoes, because they were made in Italy, which gave them a 


luxury feel. Two years later, the third Air Jordan shoes were released. These were the first shoes with the visible air pocket in the back and were the inspiration for 


many later shoe designs. The Air Jordan shoe line has had a long history of successful and noteworthy releases. 


 


5. Look down at your feet. Are you wearing shoes? Why? People wear shoes many reasons. The first and most important reason is to protect their feet. Shoes keep 


people from hurting their feet while walking on rough surfaces, but this isn’t the only reason why people wear shoes. Some people wear special shoes that are 


designed to help them play a game, like bowling shoes or soccer cleats. Some people wear expensive designer shoes so that they appear fashionable and feel good 


about themselves. And a lot of other people like my dad wear shoes so that their feet won’t stink up the room. 


 Timeline 


1 


2 


3 


4 Cause 


Cause  


Cause  


 
 Effect 


 


Problem 
 Alike 
_______ 


_______ 


_______ 


 Different 
_______ 


_______ 


_______ 
 


Step-by-step 
 


Solution 
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Name: ____________________________ 


Point of View Worksheet 1 
 


Directions: determine from which perspective the passage is narrated. If it is third-person, circle each 


time characters' thoughts or feelings are narrated. Explain your answers in the box. 
 
 


Viewpoints: first-person, second-person, third-person objective, third-person limited, and third-person omniscient. 
 


 


1. The birds were chirping and the sun was shining. Kevin and Juno were sitting on a park bench 


together. Neither of them was smiling. After a long period of silence, Kevin said, "This isn't going to 


work. I mean, you're a dog person and I'm a cat person." Juno nodded. A tear rolled down her face. 


Kevin went on, "If we got married and bought a house, what kind of pet would we get? Some kind of 


cat-dog? Somebody's going to be unhappy." Juno began sobbing and said, "Ok, let's just end it now. 


Have fun with your slobbery dogs." She jumped off the bench and ran into the woods. 


 


Narrator's Perspective: _________________________________________________________________  
 


Explain how you know:  


 


 


 


2. The dew on the grass made my running shoes damp. It didn't bother me. The sound of my feet hitting 


the street formed a rhythm, a steady pattern of light thumps. I timed my breathing with the rhythm. 


These sounds filled my head. I thought of nothing other than the next step and keeping my tempo. I 


soared over the sidewalks like concrete clouds. 


 


Narrator's Perspective: _________________________________________________________________  
 


Explain how you know:  


 
 


 


3. Red looked across the prairie. He didn't see anything concerning. He wondered why Texas Joe had 


hollered like that. Texas Joe turned to him. The ghost that Texas Joe had just seen was gone. Texas Joe 


swatted at the air. Now he felt crazy. "You have to believe me, Red. It was just here," said Texas Joe. 


Red scowled at him in disbelief. "What was just here, Joe?" he asked. Red was angry with Texas Joe for 


disturbing his sleep for no apparent reason. 


 


Narrator's Perspective: _________________________________________________________________  
 


Explain how you know:  


 


 


 


4. If you are confused about something in class, don't wait. Raise your hand and ask for help 


immediately. Do it while your teacher is still explaining the material. Your teacher will probably be 


happy that you are taking an active part in your education and should attempt to explain the material in a 


different way. If you are still confused, ask your teacher if he or she is available after class to give you 


additional instruction. You are worth it. Don't give up on yourself. 


 


Narrator's Perspective: _________________________________________________________________  
 


Explain how you know:  


 
 







5.  Jeremiah squinted from the sun. He was thinking about the game. They could have won. He could 


have won the game for them. All he needed to do was catch the ball, but he didn't. He dropped it. His 


coach talked to him. "Jeremiah, we had a great season. Nobody's perfect. Look at me. Ha ha," he said. 


Jeremiah smiled at the coach, but he couldn't forgive himself so easily. 


 


Narrator's Perspective: _________________________________________________________________  
 


Explain how you know:  


 


 


 


6. Suzie applied the lipstick to her lips. She had never done this before. She smacked her lips like she 


had seen other women do in the movies and looked in the mirror. She felt unsure about what she saw. 


She turned to her friend Donna and asked, "How do I look?" Donna gasped and said, "You look 


breathtaking, Suzie." Suzie smiled. She was grateful for these words, even though she didn't believe 


them. 


 


Narrator's Perspective: _________________________________________________________________  
 


Explain how you know:  


 
 


 


7.  April opened the escape hatch. She was afraid to jump, but she realized that the airship was sinking. 


She looked at Vince, who was strapping on his parachute. Vince locked eyes with her and then he 


realized the error in his conduct. "I'm sorry, April. That was ungentlemanly of me. Let me help you with 


yours." He proceeded to attach the other parachute to April's back. This made him feel a little better. 


 


Narrator's Perspective: _________________________________________________________________  
 


Explain how you know:  


 


 


 


8. The parade marched down the street. It was led by a caped drummer. He set a stately pace and tapped 


the accompanying rhythm. A marching band followed behind him, matching his pace. Behind the band 


were floats of all sizes and designs. Children and adults were riding on the floats, tossing out penny 


candies, streamers, and plastic prizes. The street was lined with people. The noises of revelry filled the 


streets. 


 


Narrator's Perspective: _________________________________________________________________  
 


Explain how you know:  


 


 


 


9. The bell rang. "Oh no! I'm going to be late for science! I've got to go," said Cassie to her friend Tom. 


Tom rolled his eyes and said, "Little Miss Perfect can't be late." This upset Cassie. She hated when 


people gave her a hard time for trying to do the right thing, especially Tom. "Quiet you," she said while 


swinging at Tom with her folder. He narrowly dodged the strike and said, "Be careful now. Attacking 


another student is a level two offense." Then he smiled a big, cheesy grin at her. 


 


Narrator's Perspective: _________________________________________________________________  
 


Explain how you know:  


 


 


 







10. You look at the blueprints laid before you. You have no idea how to read them. "Why did I lie to get 


this job?" you wonder to yourself. The men in the room are watching you. The man in the suit who hired 


you asks, "Well, what do you think about these plans? Should we go for it?" You pick up the blueprints 


and pretend to study them carefully. "Um, well, have we done any fault testing?" you ask. The man in 


the suit squints at you and says, "Fault testing? What's fault testing?" To buy yourself time in a really 


smooth way you say, "Uhh..." 
 


Narrator's Perspective: _________________________________________________________________  
 


Explain how you know:  


 
 
 


11. A bus drove by Kiko as she sat on the park bench. A woman pushed a double stroller with a set of 


twins down the sidewalk. Several pigeons approached Kiko. "Go away, flying rats. I do not have any 


food for you," Kiko shouted at the birds. They squawked and flew off. Kiko crossed her legs and took a 


deep breath. She picked up the newspaper, flipped through a few pages, and put it back down. Then her 


phone rang. 
 


Narrator's Perspective: _________________________________________________________________  
 


Explain how you know:  


 


 
 


12. "You already told me that story," said Shanice. She looked genuinely disappointed. I laughed 


awkwardly. "Sorry," I said, "I didn't mean to bore you with a rerun." I tried to laugh it off but she just 


wouldn't let it go. "Don't you even consider your listener before you tell a story?" she inquired 


acerbically. This caught me off guard. I replied, "I'm just trying to keep you entertained, Shanice." I 


pleaded. She smacked me down with another sharp comment, "Yeah, well, you should try harder." 
 


Narrator's Perspective: _________________________________________________________________  
 


Explain how you know:  


 


 
 


13. The scarecrow sagged on the pole. The corn reached for the heavens. A man dressed in gray was 


walking through the cornfield. The field rustled as he parted the spears. Soon he reached a breach in the 


field. A road cut across the landscape. The man in gray began walking down the road toward the sun. He 


walked to a farmhouse and knocked on the door. A man in a white shirt opened the door. "May I help 


you?" the white shirted man asked. The man in gray responded, "My name is Julius Cornwall. I've 


travelled from the future to deliver a message to you." 
 


Narrator's Perspective: _________________________________________________________________  
 


Explain how you know:  


 


 
 


14. Pete didn't feel like doing homework. He felt like playing baseball. He grabbed his mitt off the shelf 


and began to fantasize about being out in the field. His fantasy was interrupted shortly by the opening of 


his bedroom door. It was his mom. She started to yell, "Pete, you're not failing baseball class! You're 


failing math class! You need to study. Put the mitt away!" Pete put the mitt away, but he didn't know the 


first thing about studying math. 
 


Narrator's Perspective: _________________________________________________________________  
 


Explain how you know:  


 


 


 







15. Penny pedaled her bike as quickly as she could, but she couldn't seem to build up enough speed. She 


started rolling down the hill. "I can't do it," she thought to herself. Her friend Melissa was riding behind 


her. "Keep trying! Stand up on your pedals. You can do it!" Melissa shouted. Penny decided to take her 


advice. She stood up on the pedals and put all of her weight into the climb. She started going up the hill. 


This made Penny very happy. "Thanks Melissa!" she said as she got to the top of the hill. Melissa smiled 


and said, "What are friends for?" 
 


Narrator's Perspective: _________________________________________________________________  
 


Explain how you know:  


 
 


 


16. As you buckle your seatbelt, safety instructions are broadcast over the inflight system. A stewardess 


models the actions in sync with the broadcast. You turn to your right. An extremely rotund man is 


snoring. He looks like he is about to fall onto your shoulder. You look to your left. You see a man with a 


Mohawk is listening to loud punk music. You can hear it as though your were the one wearing 


headphones. You sigh and pull up your tray table as instructed. 
 


Narrator's Perspective: _________________________________________________________________  
 


Explain how you know:  


 
 


 


17. The sun was rising. Ivan saw the light piercing through the drawn curtains in his bedroom and knew 


that he would have to get up soon. He hadn't been sleeping for the last hour. He had been thinking about 


the future. He nudged his wife Nadia. Nadia came to slowly. She smiled, still thinking about the pleasant 


dream that she had been having, until she looked at Ivan's face. She could tell that something was 


wrong. 
 


Narrator's Perspective: _________________________________________________________________  
  


Explain how you know:  


 
 


 


18. The green ooze dripped slowly down the steps. We didn't have a Geiger counter with us, but if we 


had, I bet that it would have been beeping. I noticed Chris moving toward the ooze and said, "Chris, 


don't!" but it was too late. Chris dipped the front part of his shoe in the ooze and the ooze burned the 


sole off his shoe instantly. Then it melted his sock, and then it began to go to work on his foot. Vanessa 


began licking her lips. "I wonder what it tastes like," she said. I screamed, "No Vanessa! Don't!" 
 


Narrator's Perspective: _________________________________________________________________  
 


Explain how you know:  


 
 


 


19. Carrie and Kylie giggled. Neither of them knew what they had just found. They thought that they 


had discovered a cool looking rock. They had no idea that they were holding a real life dinosaur egg. 


This surprise would dawn on them later, when they brought the egg home. Carrie was using the egg as a 


paperweight, so she kept the egg under her desk lamp. But this egg would soon hatch, and Carrie and 


Kylie were about to have the adventure of a lifetime. 
 


Narrator's Perspective: _________________________________________________________________  
 


Explain how you know:  


 


 


 


 







ANSWER KEY 


Point of View Worksheet 1 
 


Directions: determine from which perspective the passage is narrated. If it is third-person, circle each 


time characters' thoughts or feelings are narrated. Explain your answers in the box. 
 
 


Viewpoints: first-person, second-person, third-person objective, third-person limited, and third-person omniscient. 
 


 


1. The birds were chirping and the sun was shining. Kevin and Juno were sitting on a park bench 


together. Neither of them was smiling. After a long period of silence, Kevin said, "This isn't going to 


work. I mean, you're a dog person and I'm a cat person." Juno nodded. A tear rolled down her face. 


Kevin went on, "If we got married and bought a house, what kind of pet would we get? Some kind of 


cat-dog? Somebody's going to be unhappy." Juno began sobbing and said, "Ok, let's just end it now. 


Have fun with your slobbery dogs." She jumped off the bench and ran into the woods. 


 


Narrator's Perspective:  Third-Person 
 


Explain how you know:  


Because the narrator does not reveal any of the characters’ internal thought or feelings; only their actions 


are narrated. 
 


 


2. The dew on the grass made my running shoes damp. It didn't bother me. The sound of my feet hitting 


the street formed a rhythm, a steady pattern of light thumps. I timed my breathing with the rhythm. 


These sounds filled my head. I thought of nothing other than the next step and keeping my tempo. I 


soared over the sidewalks like concrete clouds. 


 


Narrator's Perspective:   First-Person 
 


Explain how you know:  


Because the narrator tells the story Firsthand, from the perspective of “I.” 
 


 


3. Red looked across the prairie. He didn't see anything concerning. He wondered why Texas Joe had 


hollered like that. Texas Joe turned to him. The ghost that Texas Joe had just seen was gone. Texas Joe 


swatted at the air. Now he felt crazy. "You have to believe me, Red. It was just here," said Texas Joe. 


Red scowled at him in disbelief. "What was just here, Joe?" he asked. Red was angry with Texas Joe for 


disturbing his sleep for no apparent reason. 


 


Narrator's Perspective: Third-Person Omniscient 
 


Explain how you know:  Because the narrator reveals the internal thoughts and feelings of more than one 


character (Red and Texas Joe). 


 


 


4. If you are confused about something in class, don't wait. Raise your hand and ask for help 


immediately. Do it while your teacher is still explaining the material. Your teacher will probably be 


happy that you are taking an active part in your education and should attempt to explain the material in a 


different way. If you are still confused, ask your teacher if he or she is available after class to give you 


additional instruction. You are worth it. Don't give up on yourself. 


 


Narrator's Perspective: Second - Person  
 


Explain how you know:  


Because it is narrated from “your” perspective. 







 


5.  Jeremiah squinted from the sun. He was thinking about the game. They could have won. He could 


have won the game for them. All he needed to do was catch the ball, but he didn't. He dropped it. His 


coach talked to him. "Jeremiah, we had a great season. Nobody's perfect. Look at me. Ha ha," he said. 


Jeremiah smiled at the coach, but he couldn't forgive himself so easily. 


 


Narrator's Perspective: Third – Person Limited 
 


Explain how you know:  


Because the narrator reveals the internal thoughts and feelings of a single character (Jeremiah).   
 


 


6. Suzie applied the lipstick to her lips. She had never done this before. She smacked her lips like she 


had seen other women do in the movies and looked in the mirror. She felt unsure about what she saw. 


She turned to her friend Donna and asked, "How do I look?" Donna gasped and said, "You look 


breathtaking, Suzie." Suzie smiled. She was grateful for these words, even though she didn't believe 


them. 


 


Narrator's Perspective: Third – Person Limited 
 


Explain how you know:  


Because the narrator reveals the internal thoughts and feelings of a single character (Suzie). 
 


 


7.  April opened the escape hatch. She was afraid to jump, but she realized that the airship was sinking. 


She looked at Vince, who was strapping on his parachute. Vince locked eyes with her and then he 


realized the error in his conduct. "I'm sorry, April. That was ungentlemanly of me. Let me help you with 


yours." He proceeded to attach the other parachute to April's back. This made him feel a little better. 


 


Narrator's Perspective:   Third – Person Omniscient 
 


Explain how you know: Because the Narrator reveals the internal thoughts and feelings of more than one 


character (April and Vince). 


 


 


8. The parade marched down the street. It was led by a caped drummer. He set a stately pace and tapped 


the accompanying rhythm. A marching band followed behind him, matching his pace. Behind the band 


were floats of all sizes and designs. Children and adults were riding on the floats, tossing out penny 


candies, streamers, and plastic prizes. The street was lined with people. The noises of revelry filled the 


streets. 


 


Narrator's Perspective: Third – Person Objective  
 


Explain how you know: Because the narrator doesn’t reveal any characters’ thoughts and feelings. Only actions 


and dialogue are narrated. 


 


 


9. The bell rang. "Oh no! I'm going to be late for science! I've got to go," said Cassie to her friend Tom. 


Tom rolled his eyes and said, "Little Miss Perfect can't be late." This upset Cassie. She hated when 


people gave her a hard time for trying to do the right thing, especially Tom. "Quiet you," she said while 


swinging at Tom with her folder. He narrowly dodged the strike and said, "Be careful now. Attacking 


another student is a level two offense." Then he smiled a big, cheesy grin at her. 


 


Narrator's Perspective:    Third – Person Limited 
 


Explain how you know: Because the narrator reveals the internal thoughts and feelings of a single character 


(Cassie). 







 


10. You look at the blueprints laid before you. You have no idea how to read them. "Why did I lie to get 


this job?" you wonder to yourself. The men in the room are watching you. The man in the suit who hired 


you asks, "Well, what do you think about these plans? Should we go for it?" You pick up the blueprints 


and pretend to study them carefully. "Um, well, have we done any fault testing?" you ask. The man in 


the suit squints at you and says, "Fault testing? What's fault testing?" To buy yourself time in a really 


smooth way you say, "Uhh..." 
 


Narrator's Perspective: Second - Person 
 


Explain how you know: Because it is narrated from “your” perspective. 


 
 


11. A bus drove by Kiko as she sat on the park bench. A woman pushed a double stroller with a set of 


twins down the sidewalk. Several pigeons approached Kiko. "Go away, flying rats. I do not have any 


food for you," Kiko shouted at the birds. They squawked and flew off. Kiko crossed her legs and took a 


deep breath. She picked up the newspaper, flipped through a few pages, and put it back down. Then her 


phone rang. 
 


Narrator's Perspective: Third-Person Objective 
 


Explain how you know:  Because the narrator doesn’t reveal any character’s thoughts or feelings. Only actions 


and dialogue are narrated. 


 
 


12. "You already told me that story," said Shanice. She looked genuinely disappointed. I laughed 


awkwardly. "Sorry," I said, "I didn't mean to bore you with a rerun." I tried to laugh it off but she just 


wouldn't let it go. "Don't you even consider your listener before you tell a story?" she inquired 


acerbically. This caught me off guard. I replied, "I'm just trying to keep you entertained, Shanice." I 


pleaded. She smacked me down with another sharp comment, "Yeah, well, you should try harder." 
 


Narrator's Perspective:   First-Person  
 


Explain how you know: Because the narrator tells the story first-hand, from the perspective of “I”. 


 
 


13. The scarecrow sagged on the pole. The corn reached for the heavens. A man dressed in gray was 


walking through the cornfield. The field rustled as he parted the spears. Soon he reached a breach in the 


field. A road cut across the landscape. The man in gray began walking down the road toward the sun. He 


walked to a farmhouse and knocked on the door. A man in a white shirt opened the door. "May I help 


you?" the white shirted man asked. The man in gray responded, "My name is Julius Cornwall. I've 


travelled from the future to deliver a message to you." 
 


Narrator's Perspective: Third – Person Objective  
 


Explain how you know:  Because the narrator doesn’t reveal any character’s thoughts or feelings. Only actions 


and dialogue are narrated. 


 
 


14. Pete didn't feel like doing homework. He felt like playing baseball. He grabbed his mitt off the shelf 


and began to fantasize about being out in the field. His fantasy was interrupted shortly by the opening of 


his bedroom door. It was his mom. She started to yell, "Pete, you're not failing baseball class! You're 


failing math class! You need to study. Put the mitt away!" Pete put the mitt away, but he didn't know the 


first thing about studying math. 
 


Narrator's Perspective:  Third- Person Limited  
 


Explain how you know:  


Because the narrator reveals the internal thoughts and feelings of a single character (Pete).  
 


 







15. Penny pedaled her bike as quickly as she could, but she couldn't seem to build up enough speed. She 


started rolling down the hill. "I can't do it," she thought to herself. Her friend Melissa was riding behind 


her. "Keep trying! Stand up on your pedals. You can do it!" Melissa shouted. Penny decided to take her 


advice. She stood up on the pedals and put all of her weight into the climb. She started going up the hill. 


This made Penny very happy. "Thanks Melissa!" she said as she got to the top of the hill. Melissa smiled 


and said, "What are friends for?" 
 


Narrator's Perspective:   Third – Person Limited 
 


Explain how you know:  


Because the narrator reveals the internal thoughts and feelings of a single character (Penny).  
 


 


16. As you buckle your seatbelt, safety instructions are broadcast over the inflight system. A stewardess 


models the actions in sync with the broadcast. You turn to your right. An extremely rotund man is 


snoring. He looks like he is about to fall onto your shoulder. You look to your left. You see a man with a 


Mohawk is listening to loud punk music. You can hear it as though your were the one wearing 


headphones. You sigh and pull up your tray table as instructed. 
 


Narrator's Perspective: Second - Person 
 


Explain how you know:  


Because it is narrated from “your” perspective. 
 


 


17. The sun was rising. Ivan saw the light piercing through the drawn curtains in his bedroom and knew 


that he would have to get up soon. He hadn't been sleeping for the last hour. He had been thinking about 


the future. He nudged his wife Nadia. Nadia came to slowly. She smiled, still thinking about the pleasant 


dream that she had been having, until she looked at Ivan's face. She could tell that something was 


wrong. 
 


Narrator's Perspective:    Third – Person Omniscient   
  


Explain how you know: Because the narrator reveals the internal thoughts and feelings of more than one 


character (Ivan and Nadia).  


 


 


18. The green ooze dripped slowly down the steps. We didn't have a Geiger counter with us, but if we 


had, I bet that it would have been beeping. I noticed Chris moving toward the ooze and said, "Chris, 


don't!" but it was too late. Chris dipped the front part of his shoe in the ooze and the ooze burned the 


sole off his shoe instantly. Then it melted his sock, and then it began to go to work on his foot. Vanessa 


began licking her lips. "I wonder what it tastes like," she said. I screamed, "No Vanessa! Don't!" 
 


Narrator's Perspective:  First - Person  
 


Explain how you know: Because the narrator tells the story fist – hand, from the perspective of “I.” 


 


 


19. Carrie and Kylie giggled. Neither of them knew what they had just found. They thought that they 


had discovered a cool looking rock. They had no idea that they were holding a real life dinosaur egg. 


This surprise would dawn on them later, when they brought the egg home. Carrie was using the egg as a 


paperweight, so she kept the egg under her desk lamp. But this egg would soon hatch, and Carrie and 


Kylie were about to have the adventure of a lifetime. 
 


Narrator's Perspective:   Third – Person Omniscient  
 


Explain how you know: Because the narrator reveals the internal thoughts and feelings of more than one 


character (Carrie and Kylie) 
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Name  Period   


Analysis Chart 
Article Title   


Source    


 


Article Summary 
Summarize the article in 3-5 sentences. 


Visual Summary 
Draw a picture, map, diagram or chart that summarizes 


the data or information provided in the article. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 


Main Idea 
Use your own words to describe the 


main idea of the article. 
 
 
 
 


 


Cite Evidence 
Select 2-3 excerpts from the 


articles that best support the 


main idea. Write your selections 


in quotes below. 


 


•    


Conclusion 


Write a brief conclusion that can 


be drawn after reading the 


article. Remember, conclusions 


often reflect the main idea.
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Cause: 


Cause: 


Cause: 


Cause: 


Cause: 


Effect: 


Effect: 


Effect: 


Effect: 


Effect: 
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Name _______________________________________________   Date ______________________


Venn Diagram


Write details that tell how the subjects are different in the outer circles. Write details that tell
how the subjects are alike where the circles overlap.
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3 Circle Venn Diagram 
 
Name______________________________________Date___________________________Subject _________________________ 
 
 
 


  


 


  


 


 






image25.jpeg




